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TO THE. 
DUKE AND DUCHESS 
na 
o 
My Lon Dux, and my Lavy Ducuzss, 


I AM only a Student in the Language of 
Britain, and wholly unacquainted with that 


Dialect of it which is appropriated to De- 


dications. 


2 


In my Aerial Voyages in Scotland, I 
was treated with general Favour. This I 
attributed in ſome meaſure to the Cha- 
rafter of the Nation; but principally to 
the Protection and Countenance of the 
Duxx and Dochzss of BuccLEUGH. 


If I were to enumerate your private and 


public Virtues, I ſhould only whiſper feebly 
what now employs the general Voice of 


your Country, 
1 Lam 


Ferre - 
* 222 * _—_ 


- LOW ! a” = — 
* * 4 9 
— 


oy 
= — 2 222 0 LY 
II" RE tn Sa 
- N r o 
* CE 4 . = ” - 
3 er vt * IEEE. 7 
TO * * 
1 = . F< 


AZ * 
1 
— 


_— 
- 


18 Fan 
* 
« AF} 
0 8 
3 2 
* 
- 
is; 
FG Or 
4 


3.1 
43 
in $ 
49 
% 20 
* s 
9 
%, * 
Loaf | ö 


= 
2x + xt 


** 
_ $76 66 6 ew Ca 4, - „ 2 2 * 
er FF. ERS 

"ths = > * 729 IT ne) r 


* 8 S * 1 


3 Sx 
— A — 
=.» 4 . * 


- - omg" - 
— 


* 


. 
2 


BT he 


* 
2 : wW 


L 1 
- 4 F 

* Tf 0 

Pt 
1 4 

1 


— , 5 8 -4 : 
* 4 * 2 as * 
2 9 5 by — * oz 5%.35 A 


E ; 
a 1 8 - p 
N 

7 - 
Py 

SS <4 

= 


2 1 Sn 
* 


= _— 
12 
$3. 


(6) 
I am a Child of Britain only by a Spe- 

cies of Adoption; my Opinion and Praiſes 

can have little Weight; and I may be ſoon 
diffipated m that Region for which I have 
a Strong Predilection. Whatever be my 
Fate, Sentiments of Gratitude to the DukE 


and Ducuess of BuccLEuGn, will be 
among the Laſt Feclings of my IIcart. 


I have the* Honor to be, 
My Lozp Dok, and my Lapy Ducuess, 
Your Graces 
moſt obliged 
and moſt devoted Servant, 


VINCENT LUNARDIL 
Loxpon, May a, 1786. 
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Edinburgh, Sept. 15. 1785. 
My DrARESsT FRIEND, 


NARESSED by the ExoLIsH NaT1on, and flat- 
CA tered by the voice of Fame, with pleaſures and 
honours courting my acceptance, does it not afford 
matter for ſpeculation and ſurpriſe, that 1 ſhould leave 
a land, to which my heart is engaged by numberleſs 
endearing ties, for one where only report had made 


me known? Yes, my honoured, my reſpected 


Guardian, I am now in ScoTLAND; and Heaven be 
praiſed that I am! It is what I have long wiſhed, and 
that wiſh was founded on reaſon and gratitude. 
Amongſt the numbers who, in EnG6LanD, ho- 
noured me with the ſtrongeſt proofs of ſincere regard» 
were many of the ScoTTisK NATiox: theſe 1 


found, upon all occaſions, my real friends; moſt of 


them were at once men of ſcience and liberality. 
From an uniformity of virtues in the characters of 
thoſe individuals I had the happineſs to be acquainted 
with, I judged of, and efteemed the whole Nation. 
Long were my thoughts bent on going to that 


Country, where my imagination had formed the idea 
B of 
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of meeting many whoſe hearts beat congenial to my 
own: GLORY too co-operated with my feelings; I 
' ſhould be the fir/? Aeronaut in SCOTLAND ; it was an 
inſpiring thought! I ſhould at once indulge the 
emotions of humanity, and eternize my name in that 
land, where hiſtory and poetry have delivered their 
forceful leſſons in native ſtrength and purity, through 
the long, long annals of time, 

On the northern bounds of ExeLanD are ſtill to be 
ſeen the remains of a ſtrong wall, firſt begun by the 
Emperor ADRIAN, and afterwards continued by Sp- 
VERUS, to ſecure the RoMans the poſſeſſion of their 
conqueſt, by preventing the incurſions of the PicTs 
and ScoTTs : the fr they might have looked upon 
as inconſiderable enemies; but the latter were far 
more formidable. They were a NATION which had 
never been conquered; a Hardy race, inured to toil 
beneath inclement ſkies:— They knew neither the 
arts nor the vices which CoMMERCE ſcatters inter- 
mixed with her bleſſings, The Chaze was their em- 
ployment and ſupport. Their chief weapons, for 
offence, were a kind of darts or javelins ; for defence 
they uſed a light buckler or ſhield. Their amuſement 
was to liften to the ſongs of their BanD:, who re- 
lated the actions of HEROES, and their higheſt glory 
to leave the fame of ſome great action behind them, 


which might be handed down to poſterity by thoſe 


hiſtorians. Their deſcendents, with more civilized 
manners, inherit their virtues ; and the Amor Patriæ 
glows in every CALEDONIAN's Bosou. | 
T had a moſt delightful journey from Liver roo, 
hither. It ig now the ſeaſon of the year when the 


Warm 


(3) i 


warm tints of Autumn embellich the face of nature» 
viewed with pleaſure the ſurrounding objects. The 
trees, not yet ſtripped of their leafy. honours, raiſed 
their heads in variegated hues; and the verdant gar- 
ments of the meadows, bordered with embrowning 
hedges, formed a beautiful contraſt to the rich yellow 
which enrobed the ſtubble fields. How lovely is na- 


' tnre to an eye unjaundiced by a ſickly immagina- 
tion ! | 


A waywart fancy courts the pow'rs of art; 
But Nature's charms alone can touch the heart. 


As I proceeded Nerthward the fences and incloſures 
of lime-ſtone had at firſt rather a diſagreeable effect; 
but this was amply recompenſed by the delightful ſce- 
nery which now ſtruck my ſight! riſing hills covered 
with ſhort graſs and aromatic herbage, which afford- 
ed paſturage to innumerable flocks of ſheep; deep, 
but ſmiling vallies, cultivated by the hand of induſtrys 
and a diſtant range of al/mo/? Alpine mountains riſing 
one behind another, and mingling their blue ſummits 
with the clouds. I could almoſt have imagined my- 
ſelf in the enchanted regions of romance; in ſome of 
thoſe ſituations ſo forcibly deſcribed by our country- 
man ARrIosT0, whoſe works, through ſucceeding 
ages, have gained him the epithet of DIVIVE. The 
ruins of ſome time mouldered caſtle, or decayed mo- 
naſtery, now and then checquering the ſcene, added 
ſirength to the powers of fancy. Perhaps from one 
of theſe, ſeated on a towering hill, ſome /ordly ; ARON 
in former times, looked down, with proud inſolence 
on the vaſſals of his power who held 1 their worldly 
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goods, nay almoſt their very lives but as precarious 
tenures under an imperious maſter. Perhaps f in ano- 
ther, — but hold my pen; the theme is not for thee: 
let us leave it to ſchoolmen and divines; I am happy in 
holding this opinion, that RELIGION is not the leſs 
lovely in herſelf becauſe different nations chuſe to re- 
preſent her in different habits. 

As I approached EpIx BUR GAH the landſcape grew 
ſtill more pictureſque and claimed my higheſt admira- 
tion! A croud of mingled ſenſations now ruſhed up- 


on my heart; curioſity, joy, friendſhip, expectation, 


the love of fame, and diffidence of ſucceſs, created a 
tumult there; but Hope, ſmiling Hope, Queen of the 
— aſſumed her reign, and huſhed them all to 


peace 


I entered this city on the 12th of this month. It 
forms nearly an oblong ſquare, with the CASTLE at 
one end, and the palace of HoLyRogD-HovssE at the 
other, and two large wings projecting from the ſides; 
the NEw-Town on the North, and 8UBURBs on the 
South, It appears to have been begun in early ages, 
on the moſt ſoutherly part of that eminence where the 
rale now ſtands; and ſpreading gradually from 

ence, now covers three ſmall hills or ridges: the 


Orp Town being ſituated on the middle one, the 


Netw Town on that to the North, and the ſuburbs to 


the South. The difficulty of paſſing betwixt the two 
former gare rife to a ſcheme, which was executed 


ſome years ago, of joining them by a magnificent 
bridge: a ſimilar one is now carrying on to facilitate a 
eommunication with the sUBURBs. Time in his flight 


over his city has continyally ſcattered from his wings 


an 


1 


an increaſe of proſperity: may it ever enjoy that bleſſ- 
ing ; and through all ſucceeding ages be, as it now is, 
the reſidence of true NOBILITY, BENEVOLENCE, and 
HOSPITALITY, 

I have apartments in WALK ER's HoTErL, in 


PRINcE's STREET, NEw Town, from whence L 
behold innumerable elegant buildings, and my ears 


are ſaluted with the ſounds of induſtry from many 


others emulouſly riſing. Hair to the voc of 


LABOUR ! it vibrates more forcibly on the chords of 
my heart, than the moſt harmonious notes of muſic, and 
gives birth to ſenſations that I would not exchange for 
all the boaſted pleaſures of Luxury and DIs$IPATIONS 
What a ſweet ſympathy gladdens my breaſt when I be- 
behold the thouſands of hone? workmen returning, from 
the toil of the day, with the ſmiles of content diffuſed 
over their countenances; who, but for this employ- 
ment, might have been expoſed to all the miſeries of 
want, and heard their famiſhed babes lament in vain! 
Gracious God! how does thy divine Providence ordain 


ſo many different modes of ſubſiſtence ſuited to the 
various neceſſities of thy creatures. I cannot expreſs. 


what my ſoul feels, when even in my Imagination [ 
behold the FATHER of a FAMILY fit down with. plea- 
ſure to the hard earned meal, ſurrounded by a nume- 
rous offspring; his dwelling is the dwelling of chear- 
fulnels, and health, and contentinent, preiide at his 
komely board, ſuch are the bleflings of induſtry ; you 
will judge how wide they are ſcattered here when ] in- 
form you that the buildings, carried on in this city, 


employ 1500 workmen, and the expences are etti- | 


mated not leſs than 60,0001, ſterling per annum. 
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It would be an endleſs taſk for me to deſcribe the 
PUBLIC EDIFICES andsEMINARIES of LEARNING for 
which Edinhurgh is ſo juitly celebrated, or the well 
regulated POLICE by which it is governed: I know it 
will afford you more pleaſure to learn that I ain pecu- 
liarly happy, and treated with uncommon politeneſs and 
befpitality; my arrival was no ſooner announced than 
many GENTLEMEN of diſtinction honoured me with 
their viſits; and I am hourly receiving cards of invita- 
tion from the fir/? families in EDINBURG ; but the moſt 
engaging company, and the moſt flattering compli- 
ments, can never make me forget how much I am, and 
ever muſt be ; 


Your obliged and grateful, 
VINCENT LUNARDI. 


int. 


| | Edinburgh, Sept. 20. 1785. 
My HoxouRED Feitnp, 


Do not fear, I do not imagine, that you will think 
me tedious in giving you a minute account of 
every circumſtance relative to my undertaking, This 
is not the ſuggeſtion of vanity; it ariſes from the 
firm dependence I have upon your affection, an 
| | affection 


4 


EE 


affection founded upon a permanent baſis, and 
proof againſt the united force of time and abſence. 
Since my laſt, I have been looking out for a place 


to aſcend from, and of conſequence, have had many 


agreeable rambles in and about EDINBURGH, which, 
with every advantage that art can give, enjoys thoſe 
of nature in a ſuperlative degree, Moſt cities are fur- 
niſhed with public walks, where the inhabitants may 
enjoy the freſh air; but here you ſtep at once from 
the noiſe and buſtle of a large city into the moſt ro- 
mantic ſolitude, The CALToY HILL, ARTHUR 
SEAT, and the adjoining eminences, afford retreats 
where the graveſt philoſopher may indulge his con- 
templations; the melancholy mourner, ſequeſtered 
from the prying eye of buſy curioſity, pour fourth 
his ſighs in ſilence to the paſſing winds ; or the en- 
raptured poet catch inſpiration! For my part, I am fo 
much an inhabitant of the etherial regions, that my 
ideas already antecipate the pleaſure I hope ſoon to enjoy» 
in beholding from various angles of elevation, the ſpires 
of EDINBURGH, and the hills of Ax THUR SEAT and 


CALTON ; but above all, the neighbouring FRITH of 


ForRTH, which runs a vaſt way into the country. 


Objects like theſe, united in one view, muſt form a 


ſcene, the magnificence of which cannot be conceived 


by any but an aerial traveller, J have now another. 


opportunity before me of gratifying my ambition, 
by crofſing this branch of the ca, ſhould the wind 
prove favourable; my earneſt wiſhes are for a breeze 
from the Huth or ſouth-eaſt; the gentle breath of Zx- 


PHYRVS | am at preſent ambitious of courting, leſt it 


ſhould 
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mould waft me to the GERMAN Ocran; a journey 
through which, it is poſſible my pinions might not 
be able to carry me. RESTO | 

In my walks round the city, I have obſerved many 
places from whence I might conveniently aſcend 3 but 
my wiſhes are ultimately turned towards obtaining a 
large area on the ſouth-weſt fide of the town, named 
GEoORGE's SQUARE, environed with elegant build- 
ings : there are ſeven avenues to it from the ſtreets, 
which might be ſhut up at a very trifling expence * 
in the middle is a green plot, encompaſſed with iron 
rails, capable of containing ſeveral thouſand people : 
and the circumjacent windows offer ſuch convenient 


accomodations for the Ladies to behold the aſcenſion, 
that I ſhall be ſeverely mortified if I cannot be per- 


mitted to launch my Balloon from this Square. 

I am now happy in the acquaintance of the Hon. 
HENRY ERSKINE, Sir WILLIAM FoRBEs, and Ma- 
JoR FRAZER, whoſe politeneſs and friendſhip I al- 
ready experience in an eminent degree: their confi- 
dence in my ſucceſs is boundleſs! On communica- 
ting my defire of aſcending from GeorGE's-SQUARE 
to Mr, ERSKINE, who is himſelf an inhabitant of it, 
he kindly promiſed to exert his,utmoſt intereſt on my 
behalt, and I doubt not but he will ſucceed, 

I have been adviſed, by all my friends, to open 2 
ſubſcription in order to defray all my expences, which 


mult of neceſſity be very conſiderable; with this view 


J have advertiſed that I will aſcend as ſoon as a com- 
petent ſum can be raiſed, 


Every 


CT 2 | 

Every thing ſucceeds according to my moſt ſan- 
guine wiſhes, and the ſunſbine of ſucceſs gilds my pro- 1 
Jpeets. begin to hope, that I ſhall go through this enter- 1 
prize without a ſingle diſappointment ; what a novelty " 
will that be to me! When I take a retroſpective view fab 
of my life, I find misfortune uſhering i in every great 4 
event; but I think ſhe is now tired of her ofhce, and ö 
means to give me ſome little reſpite: that ſhe may 
never croſs your path, is the ſincere prayer of him 


who, with the trueſt — bids you adieu, and 10 
muſt ever remain | 81 


155 Yaur grateful 1 
V. LUNA DU 9 
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i Edinburgh, Sept. 28. 1785. 

: Mx DAR GUARDIAN, AR. 

> HARE my joy; participate my pleaſures! Scor- i | 
3 LAND cannot boaſt a happier man than your | 


friend. I can aſſure you, that I rife ſome inches 


5 taller to take a more extenſive view of my delightfuf = 5 
. proſpects! Does not your mind's eye behold me, ſoar- "1 5 
v ing on rapture's bright wings to the ſummit of hap- 4 
: eg and laughing at the clouds of care below? - 
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You will ſay, and with reaſon, (pardon the pun), that 


I am flighty : but how, my dear, dear Friend, how can 


T help it, when my ſpirits are light as the ſoft Goſſa- 
mour that floats on the ſummer breeze? 

1 ſhall indubitably aſcend from, the very place I 
wiſh, My valuable friend, Mr. ExskIxE, has called 
a meeting of all the inhabitants of Grozcr's 
SqQuarE, who are now in town, and they are una- 
nimous in my favour : being themſelves the proprie- 


tors, they can give me permiſſion to go up fram thence 
without infringing any of the city right's : it is im- 


poſſible for any thing but the weather to diſappoint 
me, and from that I ſhall be extremely well ſhel- 


Upon hearing the news of Mr. ERSKIXE's ſucceſs, 
I went immediately, accompanined by Mr, SPOTT15- 


woopD, to meaſure the ſeven avenues, and calculate 
the expence of cloſing them, leaving two paſſages 
large enough for the admiſſion of carriages. Seve- 
ral carpenters to whom I applied declined: the taſk ; 
but at length Mr. MiTcneLL ſucceeded in procuring | 


one who wrote me the following note; 


00 e Braidiuood's beſt Compliments to Mr. Tu- 


« nardi, begs leave ta inform bim that, after calculating 
ce the expence of incloſing the feven openings to Georges 
& Square, with ftrong iron railings from 10 to 12 feet 
* bigh, with gateways to admit carrigges, it will amount 
6 to thirty pounds ſterling. ¶ very. little damage is done 
6 by the crowd, perhaps to a few. pounds leſs. 
* Luckenboutbs, Mangay, Sept. 26. 1785. 
With 


int 


( i ) 

With this propoſal I inſtantly cloſed, and ordered 
the work to be carried on withont loſs of time, as my 
intention is to aſcend as ſoon as poſſible, | 

My ſervants are juſt arrived with the airy Vehicle, 
which is deſtined to convey me to the temple of 
Fame; or, in other words, with my Baloon. The 
apparatus for filling it will be here on Thurſday 
evening, as the waggoner contracted with my ſer- 


. vants to bring it from LIVERPOOL in ten days. 


George's Square is large enough to. contain a ſuffi- 
cient number of ſpectators to defray my expences at 
a very trifling price of admiſſion ; therefore I ſhall 
not wait for the ſupſcriptions being full, but advertiſe 


my aſcent for the 5th of October next, which I hope 


will be propitious to my glory, I can procure plenty 
of the vitriolic acid here, ſo that I have nothing now 


to dread. My ſoul is calm as the glafſy ſurface of an 


unruffled lake, and reflects only pleaſing images. Tis 
a fine ſtill night, and the thick ſpangled vault of heaven 
glitters with unuſual brightneſs: What a ſeaſon for 
enthuſiaſm, to view the planets wheeling in their ra- 
dient ſpheres, and to imagine CELESTIAL BEINGS 
looking down from every orb, and with fond com- 
placency guarding the peaceful flumbers of good men. 
To your watchful care, oh ye MINISTERS of the great 
Dxity, I recommend my ever honoured Friend! 
If there are ſuch Intelligences, who preſide over the 
occurrences of my life, you are ſure of their patron» 
age, With that idea in my mind I bid you 600D 


NIGHT ; and with every cordial wiſh, ſubſcribe myſelf . 


Truly your's, 
V. LUNARDL 
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My Honovzt FrrenD, © Sept. 29. 1785. 


Havr now abundant reaſon to reflect on the inſta- 
bility of human fortune, which, like the waves of 


a ſtormy ocean, only raiſes us one moment that we 


may fink into a deeper abyſs the next. Could you 
have imagined from my .laſt, that I ſhould ſo ſoon 
ſuffer a ſad reverſe? But ſuch is my fate; and when 


J wrote that “1 laughed at the clouds of care below me; 


little did I imagine, that they would riſe and over- 
ſhadow my brighteſt hopes, 

With a mind tuned to the higheſt pitch of j joy, 
in the full flow of exhilarated ſpirits, I penned an 
advertiſement, which appeared in yeſterday's new 


paper, aſſuring the puBLIc that 1 would aſcend, at all | 


eveats, on the 5th inſtant, 


But how was my ſoul depreſſed, when a friend of 
mine aſſured me, that an oppoſition was forming to 


| deprive me of the pleaſure I hoped to receive in 
aicending from GEORGE's SQUARE, and adviſed me 
to ſtop the carpenter's work immediately, that I might 


not incur an expence which would certainly be to no 
purpoſe. dearce knowing whether to credit the re- 


port or not, with all my thoughts ſtretched on the 


tack of ſuſpenſe, I waited on Mr, ERSKINE. Ever 
prompt to acts of benevolence, his utmoſt efforts are 


_ exerted to aleviate diſtreſs wherever he finds it. Need 


4 tell you that he has taken the trouble to enquire 
minutely 


Z 
* 
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minutely into this affair? And the reſult of his en- 


quiries is, O Heaven! it is, that I am to give up all 
hopes of obtaining this favourable ſituation to aſcend 
from. What ſhall I do? I am almoſt mad, and ſcarce 
know what |1 write; forgive my impetuoſity; I can- 
not juſt now proceed ; I will reſume wy you when 1 


am a little more calm. 
jj 0 98 Toa 9 HE Oe. RY Oo 


Reaſon tells me that ſome concealed. enemy lurks 
at the bottom of this miſchief : But who can that 
enemy be? So may I proſper as I declare, in all ſince- 


rity, I do not know the creature I have intentionally 
wronged. And can it be in the power of human na- 


ture to be guilty of ſuch malevolent actions, without 
the ſmalleſt provocation? I am detetermined, - at all 
events, to find out this incendiary who has taken fuch 
pains to impede my happineſs: for, in every difap- 
pointment, it is natural] to indulge a curioſity con- 
cerning the cauſe, however little the knowledge of it 


may conduce to a remedy, | 
* * * ** * * * * * * * * 


Worſe and worſe my dear Friend! Could you 
have conceived it poſſible, that the underhand prompter 
of my diſappointment was a LAY? My fole motive 
in applying for GeorRGE's SQUARE, was the better 
accommodation of the Lavits; and, though they 


might not have honoured this little attention with 
their particulat notice, yet J could never have ima- : 


gined that a poſitive oppoſition to my darling ſcheme 
would have originated with them: With them did 1 
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Ny? Hold; 1 beg pardon of the Falk Sex ; they ate 
my beft friends, and I prize their approbation beyond 


the higheſt honours fame can give! and ſhall a Fx- 
MALE MACHIAVEL of fi/ty be ranked with them ? For- 
bid it politeneſs ; forbid it humanity; forbid it TRR! 


Jam happy in reflecting, that the young, the fair, and 


the amiable have never been my enemies; and that m 
opponent is 85 


Not ſhe whoſe lips the fragrant rofe adorns, 
Whoſe tender heart each angry paſſion ſcorns, 
In whoſe bright eyes Love's ſubtle light'nings play, 
Whoſe ſmiles enchant with graces ever gay ; 
But ſhe on whom the wild December pours 
The chilling influence of his icy ſhow'rs, 
| .* Whoſe fifty winters have effac'd her charms, 
And frowning ſent her from their ſhrivell'd arnis. 


However ſevere my diſappointment, it is in ſome de- 
gree alleviated by the picture have here drawn of its Au- 
THonkss; which, I aſſure you, is not in the leaſt bor- 


dering upon caricature: and as I do not imagine myſelf 
able either to ſubdue, or ſtand before the spiRIT of 


CONTRADICTION, I have determined, reluctantly deter- 
mined, to relinquiſh all hopes of obtaining what I ſo 
arderitly wiſhed. 


I muſt now endeavour to procure ſome other place 


to aſcend from, nor will I clofe this letter till I can 


inform you of my ſucceſs. 
= v SH ůM u Ul +. ec 6 5 


The dawn of hope again diſperſes the clouds of 


yexation; I have procured: a convenient ſituat ion for 


launching 
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launching my Balloon: but this is anticipating events, 


and I have-promiſed to give you a regular account of 


all my proceedings. 

After relinquiſhing all thoughts of GEORGE's- 
SQUARE, my Wiſhes turned towards the COLLEGE, 
where is an area which I imagined might anſwer very 
well: thither my kind friend Mr. ExsK1NE, accom». 


panied me, and, after meaſuring it and fixing on the 


moſt eligible ſpot, he waited on ſeveral of the PRo- 
FESSORS, Who politely gave their conſent, but had 
it not in their power to guarantee the completion of 
my wiſhes, as that muſt ultimately depend upon the 


LoRb PRovosT. Sir Wm, FokBEs had done me the 


honour of introducing me to his Lord/hip, from 
whom I had received civilties beyond my moſt ſanguins 
expectations, I therefore flew with pleaſure to inform 
him of my defire, and obtain his aſſent; but found, 
to my no ſmall ſurprize, that he was already acquaint- 
ed with the whole tranſaction: A certain Artiſt 
belonging to the COLLEGE, having got intelligence of 
my application for that place, had been beforehand 
with me; and, pretending that the roofs of ſeveral ad- 
jacent houſes might be damaged by the mob, effectu- 


ally prevented my being ſucceſsful on this occaſion, 
His Lord/hip repreſented the whole affair in a proper 


light, and with a candour, which reflected the higheſt 
honour on his humanity, appealed to myſelf whether it 
was in his power to grant my requeſt, 

From the depreſſion of ſpirits, attending this ſecond 
diſappointment, I was rouzed by the kindneſs of Sir 


Wm, Fons: who intimated, that, being one of the 
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managers of the Infirmary, he might poſſibly have ir 
in his power to procure me the garden belonging to that 
building: It is a magnificent ſtructure admirably well 
adapted to the purpoſes for which it roſe. The gar. 
den I ſaw and approved ; my worthy friend wrote to 
the other managers for their joint conſent: and 1 had 
every reaſon in the world to hope for a favourable 
anſwer. | . | 
According to appointment I called this morning at 
the  //7:iting-Office ; but, to my ſevere mortification, 
the anſwer was ſtill in the negative. The Lorp Pro- 
vosr however informed me that I might perhaps ob- 
tain the gardens of HERRIOT's Hos?ITAL, and as he 


was going out of town, requeſted Sir W. ForBEs to 


write a letter for me to the managers, who having 


heard my ſtory, and read the advertiſement, imme 


diately complied with my requeſt. Thus, with a lit- 
tle friendly aſſiſtance I have ſurmounted thoſe diſficul- 
ties which almoſt warped my brain! Every thing now 
will go on well; I muſt advertiſe immediately, and as I 
fear being too late for the poſt, I haſten to ſubſcribe 
myſelt - 


Your ever affectionate, 


V. LUNARDl. 


Friday Morning, Two o' Clock, 

f AM now the moſt diſconſolate, the moſt wretched 
being in the world! the place is fixed, the advertiſe- 
ments are gone out, and all ScoTLAND waits, with 
aaxious expectation, to ſee me go up on Wedneſday 

4 next 
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next: but how, my deareſt friend, how ſhall I keep 
my engagements with the PUBLIC ! I am ſorry this letter 
was too late for the poſt laſt night! had it gone you 
would not have ſuffered ſo much uneaſineſs on my ac- 
count; but now I cannot help communicating to you, 
the friend of my heart, my diſtreſſed ſituation ! How 
ſhall I fill the Balloon ? the apparatus, which ſhould 
have been here Yeſterday, will not arrive till the even- 
ing of the day I have appointed to aſcend. 1 ſent my 


ſervant, laſt night, to the place where the waggon puts 


up, and the innkeeper told him that I was miſtaken 
that it required 16 Days to come from LivERPooL 
hither, and if the wAGGoNER faid otherwiſe, it was 
only in order to ſecure to himſelf ſome emolument 
from the carriage. I wiſh you were near me! What 
ſhall I do? What apology offer for deferring my 
VOYAGE * I can reſolve upon nothing: 1 fear no ve- 
ry large caſks can be procured here, and the time is 
too ſhort to make new ones. Numbers of people will 
come from GLAasGow and ABERDEEN and they muſt 
all he diſappointed ! Maledictus Homo quis confidit in 
Homb! Oh what a frame of mind am I in! Every gen- 
tler emotion has quitted my breaſt and all is perturbati- 
on there, —The live-long night fleep has refuſed to vi- 
fit my pillow, I have rifen from it with loathing, —- 
The fickly light of a glimmering taper lends its aſſiſ- 


tance while I thus pour out my 3 in the beſoin of 


friendſhip, 
Juſt now I walked to the window; the fires of Hea- 
ven ſhine faintly through the thin yapours :—Darkneſs 


has not yet withdrawn her veil from the face of the 
D earth; 
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earth; an univerſal illneſs reigns over this GREAT ei- 


TY. Not even the hoarſe barking of the watch-dog, 
or the irregular ſteps of inebriety, break through the 
gloomy filence! my ear cannot catch a ſingle ſound 
ſave that of the ruſhing wind: at this ſtil hour 

«© The buſy ſounds of population fail, | 

« No chearful murmurs fluctuate on the gale.” 
Nature ſeems ſunk in repoſe; even the wickedare en- 
joying the ſweets of ſlumber ; whilſt I alone am waking 
a prey to vexation and anxiety! FAME and GLORY, ye 


object: of my purſuits, ye deſtroy my peace of mind, 


yet are ye ſtill dear to me! And muſt I now loſe the 
credit I thought ſo well eſtabliſhed ? DeEspER ATION 
is in the idea and I will not encourage it! I will fly to 


my ſupreme Protector, I will humble my ſoul in the 


duſt before him: the GREAT Gop of the UNIVERSE 


will not refuſe to hear the meane/? of his creatures; 
then why ſhould I deſpond? 


ES ES ET TT ET ĩ ͤĩͤ „ 


I am more calm my friend; but I cannot yet form 


any reſolution how to act. The grey light of mor- 


ning dapples the Eaſt, and the ſmoke begins to riſe 


in thick volumes, from the chimneys of this populous 


ciTY. I will take a walk; CHANCE may perhaps do 
more for me than REFLECTION. 


Eleven o Clacl Forenoon 
Upon laying down my pen this morning, I rambled 
through the freets of the OLD and NEW Towns: 
| but 


(0 


but all was ſtill ; not a creature was ſtirring. I firmly 


believe that could I have met ONE HUMAN BEING, 
though the verieft wretch in NATURE ; I ſhould have 


ſought relief by complaining to him as to a hm friend! 
but I was compelled to wander in ſolitary ſilence; and 
with the cloud of vexation ſtill hanging on my brow, I 


turned, with reluQznt ſteps, towards my HoTEL.—— 


Sweet SENSIBILITY! Queen of the VirkTuEs! thy 
dwelling is not always in the breaſts of the Rien, the 
GREAT, or the LEARNED : often doſt thou animate 
the heart of the //mple VILLAGER, the laborisus PE A- 
SANT, or the humble SLAVE! this I experienced on 
returning to my lodgings : A poor girl, imployed in the 
moſt menial offices, whoſe ideas perhaps had never ſoared 
above her preſent ſtation, in the heart-touching tone of 
unaffefied SYMPATHY, endeavoured to ſoothe the agi- 
tation too viſible in my countenance! NATURE is e- 
ver the /ame, and the voicE of HUMANITY 1s always 
dear to her! I felt its force, and yielded my ſoul to the 
pleaſing influence! I recapitulated my diſtreſſes to 
the poor but honeſt creature! and, by her advice, 
applyed to ſome dyers whoſe buſineſs required yery 
large Vats: they ſhewed me ſome tubs, which were in- 
deed of a proper ſize, but unluckily had been conſtruct- 
ed in the very place where they ſtood, and conſequent- 
ly mult either be taken to pieces or a hole made in the 
wall to remove them: thus I was left in my former 
dilemma, nor have 1 yet hit on any expedient to free 
me from it. | 


E vening, 
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Evening, Eight o Clock. 
1 ſhall at leaſt conclude my letter with ſome agreea- 


ble intelligence: About twelve o'clock I had the good 
fortune to meet with one Mr, CHALMERs, a plumber, 
to whom I repreſented the neceſſity I was under of 
keeping my engagements with the public, and entreat- 
ed him to make me two ciſterns, fourteen feet long, 
four deep, and as many wide: he required a few hours 
for confideration, and at four o'clock in the afternoon, 
returned with the joyful news that he would undertake 
to compleat the taſk within the limited time, and laid 
before me an exact e/timate of the expence ; I immediate- 


Iy drew up the following bond, with a pencil, and Mr, 


CHALMERS ſigned it. 


& promiſe to make two ciſterns fourteen feet long, four 
deep, and four _ wide each, of lead of eight pounds weight 
a ſquare foot, ſoldering and air tide, &c, theſe to be com- 
pleated for Tueſday morning before noon of the fourth in- 
flant, and the whale for 201. ſterling, the lead to be re— 
turned as my property. 


W. CHALMERS, PLUM EER. 


And, now, my dear guardian, you will naturally 
conclude that J look upon Mr. CHALMERs as one of 
my beſt friends; indeed he has raiſed my ſpirits from 
the loweſt depth of deſpondency. 

1 muſt not omit to give you the pleaſing informati- 
on that Lox D ELPHINSTONE has honoured me with 2 
particular mark of his attention and regard, by ordering 
the flag to be hoiſted, and guns to be fired from the 
CASTLE on the day of my aſcenſion; and, as he can- 


not be in town at that time, he has requeſted CoLoxXEL 


Coc K- 


83 


CocKRAN to grant me a ſufficient number of the 
military, for a guard, as well as to favour me in other 
reſpects. The CoLontEL is a moſt agreeable vE- 
TER AN OFFICER ! and I experienced a peculiar plea- 
ſure in ſpeaking Italian with him. 

Though I have fered fo many diſappointments, I 
cannot ul mately confider myſelf as unforunate. Ad- 
yerſity, wi-n paſt, gives a reliſh to pleaſure; and T 
feel me more happy, at this moment, than if an 
uninterrupted ſucceſs had attended all my ſchemes, 
The itorm is blown over, and a ſweet calm reigns in 
my. heart, tremblingly alive to every ſoft ſenſation. 
You will ſhew my dear ſiſters this letter; they will 
ſympathize in my diſtreſſes, and they will ſhare in my 
happineſs. I cannot give you a better idea of my 
preſent ſtate of mind than in the following lines, 
which are part of a poem tranſlated by a friend of 
mine, from the works of the celebrated OssiAN: 

& Like the clear moon in ſilent night; 
« Calm as the lake's unruffled breaſt, 


« When, on the liquld expanſe bright, 
The ſtormy winds ar@ huſh'd to reſt, 


Good night; may peaceful flumbers ſeal your eye 
lids, and may you ever enjoy delights like thoſe which 
now ſmile on | 


Your 


VINCENT LUNARDIL 


LET. 
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Edinburgh, AY 3. 1785. 
My HoNoURED FRIEND, 


OW chequered is the ſcene of life in which 

I act! and what viciſſitudes of joy and woe do 

1 experience! Fox rung makes me her ſport: one 
minute ſhe raiſes me aloft on the airy pinions of hope, 
the next precipitates me into the fathomleſs abyſs of 
deſpair. | 
Mr. CHALMERsS had promiſed to attend me this 
morning, in HERRTIOT's GARDEN, at ſeven o'clock : 
fuch confidence had I in his integrity, that I went 
thither at one, with the workmen to make the ditch, 
and waited the appointed hour: Seven o'clock came; 


eight, nine, and ten followed; but no news of Mr. 


Chalmers : At length, when my patience was quite 
exhauſted, he came about eleven, and informed me 
that he could not execute the taſk he had undertaken, 
becauſe his men were employed in making pipes for 
the NEw STREET. Such an anſwer from one who 
had, after mature deliberation, ſigned his name to a 
bond, was aſtoniſhing ! nor could I believe that he 
was ſerious, till he had repeated the ſame words ſeve- 
ral times, with the moſt provoking indifference ! 
Upon this my patience forſook me, and ] loaded him 
with the bittereſt inveCtives that rage and diſappoint- 
ment could prompt; but they were all thrown away 
upon. this phlegmatic mortal ; he quietly maintained 
5 his 
3 


= W.” 


| G 
his ſang froid, and I found it impoſſible to provoke 
him even to the ſmalleſt degree of diſcompoſure. 

Do you think thoſe beings happier who poſſeſs ſo 
much APATHY? Their paſſage through life is cer- 
tainly ſmoother : It is like travelling over an exten- 
five plain, covered with perpetual verdure, and 
bounded by the horrizon ; no various objects ſtrike 
the view, but all is univerſal ſweetneſs: The MAN of 
STRONG PASSIONS, though he may be wounded by 
the aſperities of a rugged road, torn by intercepting 
brambles, or now and then in danger of falling down 
a precipice, enjoys nobler proſpeCts, and riſes to more 
elevated ſituations! Even now, ſurrounded as I am 
with diftreſſes and perplexities, and tottering on the 
brink of a total diſappointment, I would not relinquiſh 
ſenſibility for the empire of the world! Without 
SENSIBILITY, fame, riches, glory, were empty ſounds ! 
Joys talked of, but never felt: It is that which ani- 
mates me, and bids me ſtill look for hope, though I 
know not which way to turn my face to find her: 
Adieu! for the preſent ; when I have met with her 
I will reſume my pen. | 


Tueſday, October 4. 


Waren | quitted my writing, I had the good for- 
tune to meet Mr. Ex$KiNE, who directed me to Mr. 
SALBY, another plumber, who, being a man of pro- 
perty, might probably haye it in his power to make 

me 
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me an apparatus within the limited time. I found him 
buſied in ſending of a quantity of caſt lead for the 
country; but, on hearing my ſituation, he immedi- 
ately ordered it to HERRIOT's GARDEN, where | left 
him engaged in making draughts for the ciſterns, &c. 
but not till he had given me the moſt ſolemn aſſur— 
ances, that every thing ſhould be ready for my aſcen- 
ſion at the appointed time. 

From thence I went, with a light heart, to the 
PARLIAMENT Hos, where my Balloon is exhibited, 
being in a happy frame of mind for enjoying the con- 
verſation of the LADIES, no leſs than two hundred 
of whom have honoured me with their company this 
morning. Happy mortal! you exclaim :—and well 
you might, could you form any adequate idea of the 
SCOTTIH BEAUTIES! Their heighth in general ap- 
proaches to what I ſhould call the MajzsTic, adorned 


with an eaſy elegance; their FiGurss are ſuch as 


Grecian Artiſts might. have been proud to copy! 
ſymmirety and proportion are there diſplayed in their 
utmoſt perfection. But to deſcribe their Facts !— 
The pencil of TITIAN, or Micyuatr ANGELo, could 
ſcarce have done them juſtice! The Gop of Love 


| hides himſelf in the dimples that play about their 


mouths : No perfume ſhap ſupplies the beautiful colour 
that glows on their cheeks and lips; it is the pure 
painting of health; and pictures forth minds as pure. 
NaTtuRE has made them lovely, and they have not 

ſuffered the zntruder ART to ſpoil her works. 
I have endeavoured to give you ſome faint idea of 
their per anal charms; but their mental ones are far 
more 
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more Ariking ! Grace without off:Batimn, franknefs 


without levity, good. humour without Felh, and dignity 
without pride, are their Ciftinguiſhing character- 


iſtics. Do you not think this is a fiery ardeal for 


my heart ?—I aſſure you no: they arg all ſo very 
amiable, that I cannot attach myſelf to any ONE in par- 
ticular : I love them all; and ſhall court their, general 
approbation with as much ardour as the moſt em- 
paſſioned lover would that of his miſtreſs Ah! what 
glory to aſcend my ABRIAL CHARIOT in their view! 
to be the objeCt of their admiration ! ! to haye all their 
eyes turned towards me! all their prayers : and wiſhes 
breathed forth for my, ſafety ! and to hear their united 
acclamations! Oh Heayen ! | my v ry. brain turns 


giddy with the thought, : and my whole foul anticipates 


the happy moment! 

I have juſt received letters from three LADIES, ex- 
preſſing their wiſhes to accompany me in my voyage; 
but I muſt of neceflity refuſe myſelf that gratifica- 
tion. How unfortonate that the Balloon ſhould he 
too ſmall to aſcend with more than one perſon ! and 
I have not time to enlarge it, or elſe, I am in- 
terrupted :—Good God! a meſſage from HERRTOT's 
GARDEN, requiring my immediate attendarice ! What 
can be the matter? How I tremble! Perhaps ſome 
unforſeen accident, but I will not torment myſelf 
with conjectures ;—Adieu, 
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| Fam juſt returned: Mr. Salby only ſent for me 


to view one of the ciſterns, which is now finiſhed ; 
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and he aſſures me that the whole ſhall be compleated 
before he leaves the ſpot. | The oil of vitriol, iron, 


blocks, ropes, &c. &c. are in the Garden; and, for 


this night, I may repoſe in ſecurity. If I have op- 


portunity, before I aſcend, I will write a few lines to 
let gars know way proſpects of TOS: attend. 


| Your . 
V. LUNARDIL 


e 2 Evening, 8 0 ek. 


; 7. 8. Sasel the world i is not to be truſted in any one 


, inſtance ! \ had ſcarce diſpatched my letter to the 
Poſt Office, when J received the following card; 
upon which I ſent for it back again, that I might 

acquaint you with the contents. 


e 

C Col oN EL COCKRANE preſents compliments to 
L Mr. LN ARDIT; it would mortify him greately, 
that either he or the public ſhould meet with a 
& . diſappointment”: he waits, with impatience, to 
& know the Commander in Chiefs pleaſure, as he finds 
« Lord Elphingſtone is not expected ſoon, and the 
% CoLONEL can neither order guns to be fired, or 


00 the flag to be-hgiſted, but by * from GENE- 
& AAL Mack. 


& Edinburgh Gaftle, October 4. 


5 contrary wind would give time to have an 
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It gives me pain to conclude with this diſagreeable 
information. It is a difficulty I know not how z& 
ſurmount ; but I muſt endeayour to find out ſome 
way: Once more good night, 


L Tr 62+ YE 


Edinburgh, Ger e October 5. 178 5. 
Drar FRIEND, | 


Diſpatched my laſt in great anxiety ; and, after 
racking my thoughts to no purpoſe, threw my- 
ſelf, overcome with fatigue, upon a ſopha: conſigning 
every care to forgetfulneſs : T enjoyed a calm fleep 


about twenty minutes: I then roſe, and waited on 


Major FRazER, to whom I related my cafe, and 
told him I apprehended it would be an unpardonable 
breach of my promiſe if the flag were not hoiſted and 
the guns fired; as 1 ſhould never have advertiſed to 
that purport, if Logd ELPHINSToNE had not aſſured 
me they might be obtained. I had formed a very 
high idea of the MA jok's character from the firſt 


moment I had the pleaſure of being introduced to him; 


his politeneſs and humanity, on this occaſion fully 
juſtified my opinion: He immediately ſent a meſſage 


to the New BATTERY at Leith, for a piece of ord- 
. nance to be carried up before HERRIOT's Hospi- 


TAL; and kindly inviting me to ſup with him, de- 
bred that every thing elſe might be left to his care. 
| E 2 Thus 
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83 
Thus relieved from my anxiety, I ſpent the night 


in peaceful repoſe, and awoke. with the moſt beautiful 
dern Lever beheld! | 


Hail to the riſing Sun] whoſe chearful orb 
Spreads wide the day z whoſe cloud-diſpelling beams 
Shall paint my praſpecis, and illume my fame 


All hail to the joyous Light! I feel it in my ſoul ! 
and praiſe the beneficent CReATOR, whole over- ruling 
power ſo wiſely divided it from darkneſs! ſafe in his 
merciful protection, I will now haſte to prepare for 
the happy moment, when ſoaring through trackleſs 
ether, I ſhall take a more exten rue ſurvey of his Won 
PEROUS Wokks. 


Hertiofs Garden, 9 cloct. 


1 have juſt tecelved a card from the Major, in- 
forming me that, as his interpoſition in my behalf has 
proved ſucceſsful, I may ſend an order to have the 
flag hoiſted when I think proper, 

I haye not yet poſitively reſolved to aſcend; for, 
though the weather is very favourable, the wind is 
contrary, and threatens to drive me into the German 
Ocean : But people of the firſt diſtinction are every 
minute ſending to enquire my determination, Mr, 
Cox, an Tralian friend, has received a meſſage, 
from the Duxe and Mens oi of BuccLEvoH, to 


* whether I mean to mike the experiment or not. 


The 


th 
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The cafe under its fpreſent circumſtances, requires 
ſome deliberation. At this moment what would I not. 

: "12 
give to purchaſe your company; to be aſſiſted by your 
advice — One way or other J mult reſolve. 


Half paſt Eleven, 


There are numbers. of very reſpectable people al- 
ready in the Garden. 4 have ſent Mr. Cox Rx to ac- 


quaint their GR Aces, that I hope to be honoured with 


their preſence ſoon after one o'clock; and begged that 
he would order ſome boats to be ſent out from Leith, 
in cafe of any accident, as the wind is ſtill S. W. 

I have requeſted tbe attendance of the military, and 
ordered the gun to be fired and the flag hoiſted, The 
fear of diſappointing the public curigſity, which is now 
highly raiſed, has outweighed every other conſidera- 


tion; and, though the LoRD ProvosT gave me a 
treſh proof of the moſt flattering regard, by intima- | 


ting, that he would procure me the indulgence of the 
public by poſtponing the day ; yet, with the utmoſt 
gratitude for his kindneſs, I declined the offer, and 
determined at all events to aſcend ; hoping that ſome 
of the boats would take me up, in caſe my deſcent 
ſhould be upon the ocean, 

Adieu ! my dear friend ! I muſt now prepare to fill 
the BALLOON. Do not let my ſiſters know any thing 
of this letter till you hear from me again. Credit not 
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too haſtily any information you may receive from 


ſtrangers; though I have the ſtrongeſt hopes the firſt 


chat reaches you will be from 


VINCENT LUNARDl. 


» 1-16 RV 


Cupar in Fife, Wedneſday evening, Oacber & 
My Ever HoxOURED FRIEND, 


Y pleaſure will not be complete till I have 
performed the duties of gratitude, by writing 


a few lines both to you and to my well wiſhers in 


EviNBURGH; all of whom, and in particular the 
LorxD ProvosT, Sir WiLLIam ForBEs, and Ma- 
Jor FRAZER, will be anxious for my ſafety, as they 
muſt have obſerved my courſe to be directly over the 
Frith of Forth, | 

I alighted gently, in a field at a place called CERESs, 
near this town, after a moſt delightful and glorious 
voyage of 46 miles, 30 over the water and 10 over 
and, and was received with the molt affecting de- 
monſtrations of joy. 

Excuſe me from writing any more; my next ſhall 


contain a full account of my excurſion * at preſent 


this will fuffce to remove the anexiety occaſioned by 


my laſt, i beg you wl impart the good news to my 
ſiſtexs. 


ſiſt 
all 


. 
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ſiſters, and aſſure them that fame, glory, and happineſs 10 
all conſpire to bleſs 


Vour, and their, affectionate 
5 V. LUNARDI. 


tz CSS EM 


Melville Henſe, Ocfober 7. 1785. 
My Dear FRIEND, 


NOW proceed to give you the particulars of my $7 
late glorious voyage, which in many reſpeCts, has 
been the moſt remarkable I ever made. 

At twelve o'clock, on Wedeneſday the 5th of this 
month, I began the operation of filling the BAL oqN, 
with one pipe from each of the ciſterns, communica- 
ting with another to which the FALL OORNH was con- 
need : At two o'clock it was fuihciently inflated to 
carry me, with the ballaſt, inſtruments, &c. but the 
wind ſtill continuing to blow from the S. W. I : 
faſtened eight bladders to my car: then, having taken 
in 60 lb. of ballaſt, ſeveral ropes, a baſket of provi- 
ſions, ſent me by Mrs. Corxr, and a cork jacket with 
which I was furniſhed by Dr. RAE: I put on my 
regimentals, and ordered the machine to be carried 
quite to the eaſtern part of the area, that the LADIES 
might have a better view of the aſcen/eor. 
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© Before my departure, I ſhook hands with Sir Wit- 
Liam ForsBEs, and requeſted him to advertiſe, that 
I would make another experiment on the Wedneſ- 
day following, for the benefit of the CHARIT I 
WoRK-HOUSE. 

At forty-five minutes paſt three T left the earth, with 
a conſiderable riſing power, in order to clear the build- 
ings; but when I had arrived at the heighth of 1100 
Feet, and ſaluted the people below, I thought proper 


to check this power, by pulling the valve and letting 
out ſome of the inflammable air. 


At this period I excited ſome anxiety in the minds 


of the ſpectators by lowering my flag, which is 40 fect 


ſquare, and faſtened to a firing 300 feet long; this 
they interpreted as a ſignal of diſtreſs. The barometer 
now-ſtood at 28, and had fallen an inch ſince my de- 
parture. At this elevation I ſpent ſome time in con- 


templating the beautics of the ſcene below, which were 


indeed beyond. deſcription ! eſpecially to thoſe who 
have never been in a ſimilar ſituation! The n1Ls 
about EDINBURGH appeared like ſmall mounts raiſed by 
art, and the extenfive labours of the neighbouring far- 
mers as ſo many gardens, divided into little p/zts, The 

erry of GLasGow I could plainly diſtinguiſh, and 
alſo the Town of PAISLEY ; as well as all thoſe on 


both fates of the Forth, the meanders of which, with 
the H1GHWAYS and RIVERS in the adjacent country, 


bad exactly the ſame appearance as if laid down on æ 
map; indeed every object ſeemed to leſſen and recede 
from the eye much more than it would have done if 
viewed at an equal diſtance horizontally, = 
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My attention was — from theſe erichanting 
proſpects by obſerving myſelf to be perpendicular over̃ 
the FRITH of ForTH : I had been ſo immerſed in 
contemplation that the BALLOON had aſcended 2000 
feet without my perceiving it; and, had not the bars- 
meter been ſuſpended as high as my head, J might in- 
ſenſibly have ſoared totally out of fight. 

I had not expended any of the ballaſt, and ſtill poſ- 
ſeſſed ſome power of aſcenſion, when I ſaw two boats 
together, and another about a gun thot diſtance, row- 
ing very faſt, and, by the daſhing of their oars, nia- 
King the water look like ſilver all around them: J now 
recollected the order J had given to Mr. CorR1; but 
perceiving they had not gone out to LarGo, accord- 
ing to that order, and that there was a $HIP: near 
the ISLAND of May, and another at no very great 
diſtance, I thought proper to deſcend, - purpoſely to 
diſcharge the boats, and gratify my curioſity about 
the ISLAND of IxeKEITH. The BALLoon turned 
on its Axis all the time I deſcended, and having low- 
ered it to within 500 feet of the water, I bid them goed 
bye, and told them that it was in vain attempting to 
keep up with me: then, throwing out a bag of ſand, I 
immediately aſcended; and, after taking ſome retreſh- 
ment, flung down a bottle : all this time I obſerved 
that the BALLoON was riſing gently with a direction 
due eaſt, I then opened my baſket of proviſions, but 
do not mean to tell you hzwl thanked the LADY to 
whoſe politeneſs I was fo much indebted, ſuffice it te 


| ſay, that I made a light but not inelegant repaſt; 


and then entered a thin cloud, about half a mile in 
F length, 


„ 


length, after my paſſage through which I threw one 
about three pounds of ballaſt, as the BaLLooxn had 
loſt its riſing power, and kept turning gently on its 
AXIS. Some ſnow had ſettled on it; but, upon being 
re-expoſed to the ſun beams, this ſoon diſſolved and 
dropt into the GALLERY. Being now above the cloud 


I perceived that it moved flower than the BaLLoox, 


which, to my view, ſeemed perpendicularly over two 


black ſpots; but I could not determine whether they 


were diſmaſted ſhips, or rocks near Nox TH BErwick, 
I imagined that the wind would carry me over land 
againz but, upon fixing the quadrant, found that 
] was yet at leaſt two miles on the water. The flag 
did not now remain perpendicular, but inclined to the 
eat, about 20 yards beyond the BAL Loox, the direction 
of which leant a little to the we/?, and the coup Ass 


with it: Thus I perceived that there were tu contrary 


CURRENTS of AIR: and, as it was very dangerous to 


remain in that with which I ſet out, I reſolved to try 


whether it was not practicable to return by the upper 
one, or at leaſt be carried by it over land: However, 
to prepare for the worſt, I took off my Ux1Form and 
put on the coRK JACKET,' and then threw out a 
whole bag of ſand, on which the Balloon inftantly aſ- 


_eended to an aſtoniſhing height. At forty minutes af- 
three the barometer ſtood at 18. 5. the thermometer 
at 34. and the detached one at 32; the BAL Loo 


and FLAG in one direction, and, by the COMPASS, 
the wind at cafe. 


When thus elevated [I could plainly diſtinguiſh all. 
the NORTHERN CoasT of BRITAIN ; but the clouds; 


and 
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und miſts, towards the ſouth and eaſt, prevented my 
having any diſtinct proſpects in either of thoſe quarters; 
ſo that the proud-ſwelling GERMAN OcEan was 
wholly hid from my view; nor could I tell, by the 
direction of the wind, whether I was receding 2 
or advancing towards it. 

At four o clact the BALLOON began to deſcend gent- 
ly and, for two minutes, I was enveloped in a cloud 
ſo that I could not behold either the tes, earth, or ſea: 
In three minutes I could plainly perceive myſelt to be 
two miles from ſhore; and, in another minute, the 
barometer had riſen, from its loweſt ſtation, to 20 
inches, on which I threw away another ſmall bottle, 
and ſwept the remainder of the ſand off the FLook of 
the GALLERY: by this means I was enabled to pro- 
ceed man horizontal direction. 

L now ſaw the 15LAND of 1NCH-KEITH on my left: 
the BALLoow and FLAG ftill continuing in one direction 
and moving towards LarGco: I was overjoyed to find 
myſelf fo near the completion of my wiſhes : the moſt 
ardent hope could not have painted a more ſucceſstu 


journey, to the ſanguine eye of buſy expectation. 


At fix minutes paſt four, perceiving by my quadrant 
that J was about half a mile over land, I took off my 
cork jacket with pleaſure, put on my uniform, and 
finding my ſtomach in ſome degree affected with the 
cold, drank a glaſs of cordial, which I muſt own at 
this inoment was not at all unſeaſonable. Deſcending 
very gently J had full leiſure to contemplate the beau- 


- tiful proſpe& : I had not only a charming view of the 


Fairks of FoxTH and Tay, with the towns on 
F 2 each 
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each fide of them but could plainly ſee ARBROATU 


and MoNTROSE on the NORTHERN COAST; however 


the diſtant perſpective gradually vaniſhed as I ap- 
proached the earth, and, at 20 minutes paſt four o'clock, 
I alighted on the ground as mentioned in my 
laſt, 

I was inſtantly ſurrounded by ſeveral farmers, to 
whom I had ſpoken for ſome time through the trumpet : 
the firſt in the habit of a gentleman that reached me 
was Mr. Robert Chriſtie, who politely enquired after 


my ſafety and aſſiſted me in getting out of the gallery; 


the next was Mr. Mathew, the keeper of the beſt inn 


at Cupar; he ſeemed to be acquainted with me a great 


while betore, and he did a very great ſervice to me; 
the other was the Reverend Mr. Arnot, who, with 
forty or fifty people, came running quite out of 


- breath. Hah! I am ſummoned to affiſt at a little Sa- 


crifice to the PENATES ; or, to ſpeak in plainer 
terms, the bell rings for breakfaſt; You know my 


cuſtom of riſing early, it has afforded me an opportuni- 


ty of ſcribbling this enormous letter to you, but now I 
muſt for a little while lay down my pen. 

J am returned from the happy BOARD of true Hos- 
PITAL ITY, where ELEGANCE preſides without su- 
PERFLUITY, and where the ENJOYMENTS of LIFE 
continually {mile without betraying to voLUPTVoUs- 
NESS. Pardon this little digreſſion from my narrative; 
I will now proceed. With the aſſiſtance of the people 
who came crouding about me, | ſoon emptied the BAL- 
Loox, which, with its CAR, NETTING, &c. was convey- 
ed, i in triumph, to CAR Town-HALL, I was ſupplied 

with 


JE 
with a horſe by Mr. MaTatw of CuyaR, and took 
my firſt refreſhment at Mr. ARNOT's, from whence, 
accompanied by the two gentlemen above mentioned, 
ſeveral others, and four Ladies who came in a car- 
riage to meet me, with the mullitude of followers every 
moment encreaſing, I proceeded to Cur Ax, where I 


was received with joy truly inexpreſſible! The lower 


ranks of people looked upon me as a kind of Superior 
BEING: and Hope, in her ſweeteſt ſtrain of delicate 


flattery, whiſpers in my ear that LunarDI's ARRI- 


VAL in that country, will be celebrated for many 
years to come ! At night I was ſplendidly entertained 
with an elegant ſupper by the gentlemen of the town, 
Yeſterday morning 1 went to fee my ZaLLoog, 
and found it torn in ſeveral places about the neck, I 
am ſtrongly tempted here to mention a circumſtance 
which, however trifling it may ſeem to you, afforded 
me infinite pleaſure ! I know you will think me vain; 
but conſider my deareſt friend, I am a young man; I 
have for ſome time experienced the praiſes, the careſ- 
ſes, nay, even the adulation, of all ranks of people ! 


Mounted upon the higheſt pinacle of Fame's temple, 


with the loud ſhouts of applauſe ringing in my ears, 


can it excite wonder if my head ſhould turn a little 


giddy? The joys which univerſal admiration pre- 
ſents are intoxicating ; but I cannot voluntarily re- 
linquiſh them.—>hall I relate this pleaſing incident? 
I am irreſolute: Ves: I will: If either that, or any 
other paſſage in my Letters appears too much in- 
clined to egetiſm, you will behold it through the me- 
dium of friendſhip, and pardon the errors of a heart 

which, 
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which, with a frankneſs too unguarded, yields itſelf 
to the ſenſations of the moment. 

I found the Town Har full of LADIESs, who 
upon my expreſhng a defire to have the BALLOOR 
mended, vied with each other in lending their aſſiſt- 
ance. to repair it; ſo that, in leſs than half an hour, it 
was as complete as ever. Delighted with this mark of 
attention, I told them, in the gaiety of my heart, 
that they deſerved a reward for their labour; and, 
cutting a number of ſmall ſhreds from the Neck of 
the BALLOON, preſented one to each of them : but 


what was my ſatisfaction when I beheld theſe trifling 


mementos received with the moſt animated EXPRESSIONS 
of REGARD, and placed as little treaſures jn the Pocket 
Books of theſe Faiz ONnEs, fome of whom honoured me 
ſo far, as to promiſe that they would have them ſet 
for rings or lockets, to wear in remembrance of the 
event. which introduced me to their acquaintance, 

After this agreeable incident, I was invited to dine 
with the ProvosT and MacisTRATEs who pre- 
#ented me with the FREEDOM of the Town, The 
HosyPITALiTY of theſe people is almoſt incredible! as 
one inſtance of it, I muſt incloſe you the tranſcript of 
a lettter ſent me by Mr. GRACE, Secretary to the 
Society of GENTLEMEN GOLFERS, I was next ho- 
noured with a viſit from Lord BaLcoxisz, who, in 
the name of his Father, Mother, and the whole family, 
invited me to their houſe, where I have experienced 


the utmoſt hoſpitality and politeneſs! The people 


of diſiinftion in SCOTLAND, are bleſt with elegance 
and happineſs, and know not that inſatiable ambition 


which, 


/ 


< * 


which, while it ſwallows up every other comfort and 
endearment of life, never fails to prove the bane of 
human bliſs: Their enjoyments are chiefly thoſe of 
the domeſtic kind; a virtuous and lovely Wife, the 
education and company of their Children, and focial 
joys, participated with their friends, conſtitute their 
principal pleaſures, 

The chaiſe is ready; I muſt quit this happy man- 
fon, and ſet out for St, Andrew's. On my arrival 
at EDINBURGH I ſhall write you again: till then 
adieu! and may the Gop of Goodneſs crown all your 
undertakings with ſucceſs, equal to that which now 
ſmiles upon | 


Your ſincerely affectionate 
VINCENT LUNARDE 


To Mn. LUNARDLY. 


SIR, 

J am defired by the Gentlemen Golfers juſt now 
c aſſembled here, to congratulate you upon your lafe 
« arrival on this fide of the Forth. The whole of the 
« Gentlemen here convened, and in particular thoſe 
«© whoſe reſidence is in the neighbourhood of Cupar, 
« are extremely ſorry, that by reaſon of their abſence, 
they have it not in their power to pay you that at- 

5 © tention 


* 


&« tention and reſpect which you are intitled to by im 
& your merit: They beg leave to ſollicit your pre- 
« ſence at St. ANDREW? s, which they will conſider . 
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Hove your own heart will plead my excuſe, and ¶ cor 
ſuggeſt that ſome unavoidable neceſſity has obliged WI of | 

me to delay writing: when I reflect how many days WW do 
have elapſed ſince 1 diſpatched my laſt Letter, l am eve 
aſtoniſhed at their appearing to fill fo ſmall an in- 
terval of time! The hours have paſſed by no ſwifter nol 
than uſual, vet, to me their flight has been almoſt IF ſon 
impereeptible; | 
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( 41 ) 
kniperceptible ; ſo fully has either bulineſs or pleaſute 
occupied every moment. 

A little after noon I reached St. ANDREws, where 
].dined with the Gentlemen GoLFERs, and after con- 
yerſing ſome time about my late ſucceſsful voyage, I 
had the honour to be elected a MEMBER of the CLuB, 
and had the FREEDOM. of the Town preſented to me 
by the PRovosT and MAGISTRATES : all theſe 
ceremonies over, I was conducted to the Ball Room, 


where 1 found upwards of 100 beautiful LADIES al- 


ready aſſembled, | 
I had forgot to mention a ſingular accident which 
happened to me, on my entrance into Cuyar, ſimi- 
lar to that which formerly befel Pops GaNnGANELLI 
on his taking poſſeſſion of the three kingdoms; a 
gentleman, in the exceſs of his joy, firing a gun too 
near my horſe, the animal was ſo much frightened, 
that he threw me, and fell with conſiderable force 
upon my knee: I did not, at that moment, feel much 
inconvenience, but in the night-time I ſuffered ex- 
tremely, and the next day could ſcarcely walk: but 
the ſight of ſo many beautiful Ladies exhilerated my 
ſpirits to ſuch a degree, that, though not yet quite re- 
covered, I totally. forgot my recent misfortune, and 


could not refrain from dancing 2 minuet with one 


of the lovely daughters of your od acquaintance, 1 
do not recollect ever to have ſpent : a more agreeable 
evening. 

Next morning I viſited the Univerſity, which- is a 
noble inſtitution, furniſhed with a good library, and 
ſome very valuable ancient manuſcripts. The remains 
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(42 ) 
of the Cathedral Church, though ſinking under the 


repeated ſtrokes of time, exhibit a ſtriking ſpecimen 


of the heavy Gothic Architecture, whieh, though far 
from poſſeſſing that ſymmetry and elegance character- 
iſtic of the five regular Orders, yet diſtinguiſhes the 
awful and ſublime more ſtrongly than any other kind 
of building. There is a ſolemnity ſteals over the ſoul 
upon entering theſe majeCtic ruins: What a ſcene for 
contempelation ! Memory loves the idea, and Fancy 
pants to purſue it uncontrouled; for once my dear 
friend indulge me while I give her free ſcope. 

I will carry you with me on the wings of imma- 
gination, to this venerable Pile, at the ſolemn hour of 
midnight, when univerſal nature ſleeps. Here we 


will alight at this nigh tottering wall, whoſe cleft 


fide gapes, a paſſage to admit the traveller, What a 
meditative ſilence ! it deepens the gloom! How the 
Moon light Streams through the tall Arch, where the 
variegated pane once faintly admitted the luſtre of 
Day! The ſhadow falls on neglected tombs and for- 
gotten graves, Let us fit down on this ſtone; tis the 


| baſe of a Column long ſince levelled with the duſt; 


how proudly it ſtood amongſt its compeers ſupporting 
the ponderous roof! how excellently that fretted 
roof re-echoed the Coral Hymns of Praiſe: Where 
are their Glories now? Borne away on the broad 


wings of time, and ſcattered in the air. Soft ! what 


noiſe is that? Twas the bat, ſhrieking as the flut- 
tered by : We have diſturbed the obſcene tenants of 
this once hallowed Manſion ! The owl fits hooting 


on the wall. How the hollow ground ſounds with 
| | . our 
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our footſteps! We paſs over the dreary habitations 
of the Dead, the dark vaults where the greateſt 
Heroes, Stateſmen, and Princes, moulder undiſtin- 
quiſhed: Ye Conquerors and Lawgivers, the wide 
graſp of your ambition is now bounded by the narrow 


grave! unnoticed and forgotten, ye mingle with yonr 


native duſt, a prey to the meaneſt of the reptile tribe, 


while o'er your now unhonoured bones, baleful AR A- 


CHNE ſpreads her ſubtle web, and cloaths the damp 
walls of your Priſon-houſe! Peace! how the wind 
ſighs through the blaſt-worn chinks, and murmurs in 
the lonely ailes ! it tells a mournful tale to Reaſon's 
ear, and whiſpers forth the Mutability of Worldly 
bliſs. | 

Let us quit this ſcene, whether we have been tranſ- 
ported by the power of fancy, and return to the de” 


. ſcription of others not leſs intereſteſting. 


To the weſt of the Cathedral ſtands a decayed 


Caſtle, built in early ages, and formerly the reſidence 
of CARDINAL BEAToON, with whoſe ſtory you are 


well acquainted : Not far from hence the firſt pro - 


mulgators of Chriſtianity had a chapel ; and it is ſup- 

poſed, this part of Scotland was the firſt which re- 

ceived thoſe doctrines now ſo widely diffyſed. 
What religion prevailed here ſince that period is 


not eaſy to determine, for even the Songs of the Bards 


do not throw any light upon this matter. I imagine 
the Druidical Worſhip was never eſtabliſhed in this 
country; for, though the veſtiges of that worthip are 
frequently found in ENGLAND and WALEs, nothing 
of the kind is to be met with here: I am informed, 
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chat towards the weſtern Highlands there are ſome 
Druidical temples, but of this I am not certain, 

The Town of St. ANDREW's is reſpectable on many 
accounts, and abounds with antiquities: I can aſſure 
you I feel great pleaſure in being a Burgeſs ; and it 
was with regret I took my leave, after having amuſed 
myſelf for ſome time with the Gentlemen Gol ERS, 
at their diverſion. 

On Sunday laſt about eleven o'clock at night I 
reached Edinburgh, where, for about a couple of 
hours, I regaled my mind with reading the great 
number of Letters, Cards of congratulation, Com- 
pliments and Invitations which had been left at my 
Lodgings. 

My firſt viſits were to thoſe Gentlemen, who, as I 
have already related, had intereſted themſelves in be- 


half of my undertaking : they now exprefled the moſt | 
. fincere and heart-felt ſatisfaction for my ſucceſs, and 


felicitated themſelves on their exertions in my favour, 
The two following days I had the honour of being 
viſited, in my own appartments, by a great number of 
Gentlemen; and, as I walked through the ſtreets, 
Was attended by many hundreds of people, who viewed 
me with ſilent Aſtoniſhment ! 

A report had been circulated that the expence of 
my new apparatus would entirely deprive me of any 


profits ariſing from my experiment and exhibition; 


in conſequence of which, my good friends, without 
acquainting me, had opened a ſubſcription to make 


up the deficiency, As a further inſtance of libera- 


Itty, I ſend you the copy of a letter which I received, 


in 


of 


(4s) 


in anſwer to my propoſal of aſcending for the benefit 
of the Charity Work-houſe, 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 
10 
cc 


4 for the Managers, 


cc To VINCENT LUNARDI, Eso: 


5 Edinburgh. 


c TH Managers of the Charity Work-houſe re- 
ceived, by Sir William Forbes, your generous of- 
fer of exhibiting an aſcent in your Balloon for the 
benefit of the Public Charity of this City, and 
they ſincerely return you thanks, in the name of 
the community, for your benevolent intention. 

C At a meeting of the Managers, called this day 
in conſequence of your offer, they were unanj- 
moully of opinion, that, however much they were 
inclined to ſerve the. cauſe of the indigent and un- 
fortunate, yet they could not think of any indivi- 
dual riſking his life for fuch a purpoſe. 

66 If any thing adverſe ſhould happen, they could 
not fail to be greatly diſtreſſed, and their conduct 
might be blamed by their fellow citizens. 

« They are of opinion, that your fortitude and 
magnanimity, in exhibiting ſo new, hazardous, and 
expenſive an experiment, ſhould be amply re- 
warded by the public; and the emoluments that 
can be derived will be but a poor compenſation. 


& They heartily wiſh you all ſucceſs: And I am, 


c“ Sir, 
\ & Your humble ſervant 


% WILLIAM CREECH, Preſes.“ 
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On Wedneſday laſt I was made a Member of the 


ROYAL ARCHERs COMPANY; and on the Thurſ- 
day following, had the wiſhed for honour of being 
preſented with the Freedom of the Metropolis by the 
Lord PrRovosT and -MaGisTRATEs; on both theſe 
occaſions I was moſt ſplendidly entertained : in ſhort, 
it is impoſſible to expreſs in adequate terms, the fa- 


yours which have been heaped upon me, or my ſenſa- 


tions of gratitude :_ The latter you will moſt eaſily 


conceive, as your inſtructions alone have ſerved to 


imprint them upon my heart, whence no power can 
ever eraſe them! Were it poſſible to do that, the 
politeneſs and attention of the ScoTs might tempt 
me to ſorget my friends in ENGLAND ; but reaſon 
ſentiment, and the involuntary impulſe of the ſoul, 
call aloud for an equal diviſion of my acknowledge- 
ments, and bid me not be unmindful of paſt favours. 
As the EDinBuRGH BuRGEs TICKET may per- 
haps afford you ſome pleaſure, I ſhall tranſcribe it, 


that you may be acquainted with the very great 


honour they do me in mentioning the occaſion of my 
being preſented with it. | 


<A EDINBURGH, 


« The Twelfth Day of October, One Thouſand 
« Seven Hundred and Eighty-five 

& Which day, the Right Hon. James Hunter Blair 
« Lord Provoft, James Dickſon, James Gordon, 
« Thomas Sanderſon, and George Schaw, Eſquires, 
6 Bailies, William Galloway, Eq · Dean of Guild, 


66 and 


E404: :) 


te and James Eyre, Eſq, Treaſurer, all of the City of 
« Edinburgh, in Common Council Aſſembled: In 
«© Teſtimony of their Senſe of the undaunted Courage 
« of Vincent Lunardi, Eſq. of Lucca, in Aſcending in 
cc a Balloon, and paſſing the Frith of Forth to Fife 
cc with the Wind at South Y/:/?, at the manifeſt riſk 
&« of being Blown into the German Ocean, Admitted 
& and Received and hereby Admit and Receive him a 
« Burges and Guild Brother of the ſaid City, Extracted 
cc forth of the Council Records of the ſaid City, 


«© By Jos. WILLIAMSON.” 


Encloſed you have the copy of a Letter written by 
the Gentleman who ſaw me deſcend at CExRES; it 
will enable you to form ſome idea both of the qua- 
lities of his head and heart, as well as his feelings on 
this occaſion ; I tranſmit this with the more pleaſure, 


| becauſe he has already publiſhed it in the newſpaper. 


Adieu! my. revered friend; I fear to weary your 
patience with ſuch unmerciful long letters; but, 
when thus converſing with you, unleſs the intruder 
buſineſs commands my attention, I cannot quit my 
pen till I have informed you of every circumſtance 


that touches, and eyery thought that riſes in the 
foul of 


Your 
V. LUNARDEL 


( 48.) 
Cory of the Rev, MR. ARNOT'S LETTER 


To the Printer of the Edinburgh Evening Courant. 


SIR, Manſe of CEREs, 6th Oe. 1785. 
C THE following account of Mr. Lunardi's de- 


* ſcent near this place, will, perhaps, contribute a little 
towards gratifying the curioſity of the public, and 


may not be unacceptable to your readers. 

& Yeſterday afternoon the {ky being clear, and a 
gentle breeze blowing from S. S. W. whilſt I was 
overlooking the ſtacking of ſome corns in my barn- 
yard, a boy, who was ſtanding by me, took notice of 


what he thought to be a hawk ſoaring at a very great 


and uncommon height, After looking attentively at 


the object, which appeared due ſouth from me, and 


evidently higher than ſome thin clouds which were 
floating near it, I was convinced it was no bird. At 
this time, which was about five minutes before four 
o'clock, it had the appearance of a globe or ball of fix 
inches diameter, and ſeemed ſuſpended without mo- 


tion: This was owing to its ſurpriſing and almoſt in- 


credible degree of elevation, and to its moving di- 
rectly towards me. As I knew Mr. Lunardi was to 


aſcend at Edinburgh on Wedneſday the 5th inſtant, 


and as the wind blew directly from Edinburgh towards 
Ceres, I was perſuaded that the object which pre- 
ſented itſelf to view was Mr, Lunardi's Balloon. 1 
then called upon my neighhours and acquaintances 
to come and ſee the aerial traveller; they thought me 


3 in 
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in joke, but upon my aſſuring them that J was ſerious, 
they came out and ſaw the object which I pointed out 
to them, but could not bring themſelves to believe it 
was Mr. Lunardi. Whilſt we gazed, the intervening 
clouds two or three times intercepted our view; and; 
as the Balloon came out from behind the clouds, the 
rays of the ſun reflected from the weſt {ide of it, gave 
it the appearance of the moon ſeen by day light, five 
or {ix days after the change. 

About ten minutes after four the Balloon began 
to deſcend, and got below the clouds; it now aſſumed 
an oblong figure, and appeared much larger : The 
baſket and flag alſo became viſible, Multitudes now 
got ſight of it, and the whole country was alarmed © 
As it drew near the earth, and failed along with a kind 
of awful grandeur and majeſty, the ſight gave much 
pleaſure to ſuch as knew what it was, but terribly 
alarmed ſuch as were unacquainted with the nature of 
this celeſtial vehicle, if I may uſe the phraſe, 

About twenty minutes after four Mr Lunardi 
caſt out his anchor, and the Balloon reſted near the 
Coal town of Callinge, on the eſtate of the Hon. 
John Hope, Eſq; a mile eaſt from Ceres, and between 
two and three miles ſouth eaſt of Cuper in Fife. 
Mr. Robert Chriſtie, fener of Callinge, happened to 
be near the place, and he immediately came up to 
him, enquired after his ſafety, and aſſiſted him in get- 
ting of out the baſket and in fecuring the Balloon, A 
vaſt multitude from every quarter ſoon aſſembled, and 
gazed with aſtoniſhment on the daring adventurer. 

Ten minutes after he had reached the ground, 


I came to the place, and gave directions to the people 
| H who 


( 59 ) 

who were preſent to aſſiſt him in getting the Balloon 
emptied, and getting it with the netting, baſket, and 
other apparatus, ſafely packed up and put into a cart: 
Every one gave his aſſiſtance cheerfully, and the 
whole machinery was conveyed away in ſafety, 

« A great number of gentlemen from different 
places in the neighbourhood came quickly together, 
and ſeemed to vie with one another in the marks of 
attention and civility which they ſhewed Mr. Lunardi, 
They in a body attended him to Ceres, where he 
was received with the acclamations of a prodigious 
multitude, his flag being carried in proceſſion before 
Him, and the church bell ringing in honour of ſuch a 
viſitant. After drinking a few glaſſes of wine at the 
Manſe, and receiving there, and alſo in the houſe of 
Mr. Melvill, the compliments of a great number of 
Ladies and Gentlemen, he ſet out for Cupar about 
ſeyen o'clock, in conſequence of an invitation from 


the Lord Provoſt and Magiſtrates of that town, where 


he was received with the ringing of bells and the ac- 
clamations of thouſands, | 

„Mr Lunardi-gives the following account of his 
f voyage: He aſcended at Edinburgh, a little before 
three o'clock afternoon : the Balloon after riſing took 
a north-eaſt direction, and near to the iſland of Inch- 
keith came down almoſt to the ſea; he then threw 
out ſome ballaſt, and the Balloon roſe higher than be- 
fore; a current of wind from-the weſt carried him 


eaſt near to North Berwick; a different current then 


changed his courſe and brought him over between 
Leven and Largo; after this a ſouth-weſt breeze 
brought him to the place where he deſcended. 
5 4 | | «© When 


(«) 


cc When the Balloon was at its higheſt elevation, 
the barometer ſtood at 18 inches . Mr. Lunardi 
at this time found no difficulty in reſpiration. He 
paſſed through ſeveral clouds of ſnow, and loft fight at 
times both of ſex and land. The thermometer was 
below the freezing point, and he found himſelf very 
cold from the chilly air which ſurrounded: him. His Ft 
excurſion took up about an hour and an half; and it th, 
would appear he paſſed over upwards of forty miles of ty 
ſea, and about ten of land. This aerial voyage, the 2, 
firſt that has been made in Scotland, is much talked 
of, and will be long remembered in this place: It is £ 
propoſed to diſtinguiſh, by ſome laſting monument, 1 
the place on which Mr. Lunardi alighted. | w 
« This day Mr. Lunardi, with ſeveral gentlemen 
who attended him on the night of his arrival, was ele- 
gantly entertained at dinner by the Provoſt and Ma- 
giſtrates of Cupar, and afterwards preſented with the 
freedom of the burgh. In the evening he ſet out for 
Melvill houſe, the ſeat of the Right Hon. the Earl of 
Leven ; and to-morrow he intends to viſit the ancient 


city of St. Andrew's, 


' 
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I am, &c. 


RoBERT ARNOr.“ 
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LT TER x: 


DEAR SIR, 


AM juſt now favoured with a Letter and De- 

ploma from Sir James LUMsDAINE, conſtituting 
me a member of a very reſpeCtable Society, called 
Knights Companions of the Beggar's Benniſon : and I 
am the more elated with this new honour, as I un- 
derftand that my Patron the PRINCE of WALESs had 
the ſame conferred upon him a few months ago. I 
cannot now explain to you the enigmatical meaning 
of the Beggar's Benniſon, but ſhall endeayour to do it 
ad aures : the following tranſcripts muſt gratify your 
curiolity for the preſent, 


To VINCENT LUNARDI, Es. 
At Warker's HoTEL, EDINBURGH, 
SIR, 

“ AS it ſeems to be ſet in for fine weather, I hope 


to ſee you in Fife to-morrow : But in caſe I ſhould 
not again have that pleaſure, I have admitted you a 


Knight Companion of the moſt ancient and puiſſant order 


of the Beggar's Benniſen, and with this have ſent you 
your diploma. 


« Cayrain ERSKINE and my Brother, Major 


LUMSDAINE) make offer of beſt compliments to you 
| % That 


Edinburgh, Oct. 11. 178 57 


cc 


bold 


this 


3 
„ That the Beggar's Benniſon may ever attend ſuch 
bold adyenturers, is the ſincere wiſh of 


Sir, 
Your moſt humble ſervant 
Jas. LUMSDAINE.” 


& Innergellie near Anſtruther, 
10th October 1785,” 


6e P. S. I ſhall be glad to hear you have received 
This. J. I..“ 


DipLoma of the BEOCOGAR's BENNISOx, 


1 © Jas. LUMSDAINE, Preſes. 


c By the Supreminently Beneficent, and Superla- 
tively Benevolent Sir James Lumſdaine of Innergellie, 
Sovereign of the moſt Ancient and moſt Puiſſant Order 
of the Beggar's Benniſon, and Merryland, in the 
Thirteenth Year of his Guardianſhip, and in that of 
the Order 5785. 

Having nothing more ſincerely at heart, than the 
happineſs and proſperity of our well- beloved ſubjects, 
the inhahitants of our celebrated territories of Merry- 
land, and the encouraging of trade, manufacturies, 
and agriculture in that delightful Colony: And 
whereas, We are fully ſatisfied, That Vincent Lunard; 
ar migerum lucæ nſis, has all manner of Inclination, as well 
as ſufficient Abilities, and other neceſſary Qualiſications, 
for promoting theſe noble and laudable purpoſes, and 
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willing that ſuch bold Adventurers ſhould have all 
ſuitable encouragement 3 We do hereby create, admit, 
and receive him a Knight Companion of the moſt 
ancient and moſt puiſſant Order of the Beggar's Ben- 
niſon and Merryland, by the name, ſtile, and title of 
Sir Vincent Lunardi, to be uſed and enjoyed by him 
in all time coming ; with our full powers and privi- 
| ledges of ingreſs, egreſs, and regreſs, from and to, and 
to and from all the harbours, havens, creeks, and 
commodious inlets upon the coaſts of our ſaid extenſive 
territories at his pleaſure, and that without payment 
of toll, cuſtom, or any other taxes or r impoſitions 
whatſoever. 

«© Done at the Beggar's Benniſon Chambers of Axs- 
TRUTHER, upon this tenth day of the month, known 
to the vulgar by the name of October. 

“ Witneſs, I the Recorder, 
“% P. PLENDERLEITH, D.R.” 


I ſhall ſet out almoſt immediately for KELSO; it is 
now the time of the Races, and I am invited thither 
by the CALEDONIAN HUNTERS. | have ſent my 
apparatus before me, and, if no accident intervenes, 
my next ſhall inform you of another excurſion 5 and, 


conſequently, of an addition to the pleaſures which, 


in this happy country, continually circulate round 


me, and bring a thouſand reaſonable joys to the heart 
of | 


Your affectionate 
oN. 


CET 


tin 


1 
8 


Kelſo, October 20, 1785. 
My. HoxourtD FRIEND. 


DID not propoſe to write again till I had af- 
cended from KELso; but time tempts me with 2 
few leiſure moments, and I am thoroughly convinced 
that I cannot employ them better than in correſpond» 
ing with my worthy Guardian. 
1 have now been four days here, three of which I 
have paſt in preparing for my aerial voyage, and every 
thing being in readineſs laſt night, I went this morn- 


ing, in high ſpirits, to amuſe myſelf at the race 


ground, 
The weather was fine and the concourſe of people 
very conſiderable; the box was crowded with the 


moſt reſpectable company, but the number of ladies 
was leſs than I expected. 


The races afforded me much entertainment, for 
though but few horſes entered, they were very wilt, 
and the riders excellent. 

My attention however was more ſtrongly fixed up- 
on a match between the Duke of HAMILTON and 
ROBERT BAIRD, Eſq; both of whom rode their own 
horſes. Never did I behold a more admirable ſpectas N 
cle! My ideas rolling back through the wide channel 
of hiſtory, reverted to the GRECIAN STATES in the 
meridian of their glory: Methought I ſaw wo heroes 
contending for the prize in the Olympic Games | Star- 
ting from the barrier they ſkimmed lightly over the 


plain 
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plain hailed by an univerſal burſt of applauſe ! equally 


rapid the two courſers moved as if both were animated 
and directed by the ſame ſpirit. Expectation fixed the 


croud awhile in filence; but ſoon the murmurs began 


to riſe: at firſt, gentle as the ſounds from a well regu- 
lated hive. of bees, they ſeemed but to float on the 
wind, by degrees the noiſes encreaſed; and now the 
ſhouts of admiration and encouragement, the loud 


articulations of hope, the exclamations of joy, cla- 


mours of ſuſpenſe rent the very air ! A few moments 
were likely to determine the victory; the Duke and his 
Antagoniſt exerted their utmoſt efforts; their horſes 
flew, and ſcarce appeared to touch the earth, Every 
eye was fixed upon them, and every heart panted as 


agitated in fayour of one or the other of theſe eager. 
competitors. The goal was in view; they darted 
forward with the velocity of lightning, and both 


reached it at the ſame inſtant, without the leaſt per- 
ceptible difference! The race was ftill undecided ; the 
palm of glory was not yet awarded. They {ſtarted 
again; again the ſame applauſe, the ſame emotions 
took place: every one was anxious to fee the termina- 
tion of a conteſt ſo nobly purſued ; once more they 
touched the goal at Mossa, and now only differed by 
the breaſt of one of the animals. 

I cannot expreſs the pleaſure I took in this ſight ! 
more eſpecially as it was to me quite new and ſur- 
Prizing, as you know, in Italy, people of rank never 
ſhew- themſelves to the public in ſuch a conſpicuous 
manner: frankly ſpeaking, I own 1 highly approve 


this cuſtom, becauſe it muſt in a ſhort time cauſe the 


gentlemen of diſtinction to excel in horſemanſhip. 


3 
65 

The races here are ſupported by ſubſcription; the 

GENTLEMEN bring LADIES along with them, they all 

dine together; after which the latter retire to dreſs, 


and are the firſt to enter the BALL-RooM, whither 
they are ſoon followed by the GENTLEMEN, It is not 


uncommon, in this fmall country town, to find, ii 


the evening, a moſt brilliant and numerous aſſem- 
bly: 

The happineſs I here enjoy does not aac merely 
from the civilities and attentions hourly ſhewn mez 
but from the many opportunities of obſerving manners 
and cuſtoms calculated to preſerve the peace and wel- 
fare, and heighten the pleaſures of a ſocial and deſerv- 
ing people: There is but one reflection to damp my 
Joys, you are not here to ſhare them with 


The too fortunate 
VINCENT LUNARDL. 
P, S. My next ſhall, tha give you the particu- 


lars of my Aeriel Journey, of which you need be uns 
ger no apprehenſion as this is an inland town, 
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LETTER Xt 
Edinburgh. 


: N my return to KELSsO I inſtantly wrote down 
: the particulars of my voyage, intending to tranſ- 


My DEAR GUARDIAN, 


mit them to you without loſs of time; I was however 


prevented by the impatience of the people there, who 
handed them from one to another till at laſt they got 


into the public News-paper. That I may gratify my i 


wiſhes therefore, in making known to you the circum- 
ſtances of my journey as ſpeedily as poſſible, I ſhall, 
without ceremony, inſert what appeared in the Xe!/q 


paper, which you may credit as every way authentic. 


EXE $0; 


& Laſt Friday being the day appointed for Mr. Lunardi 


to aſcend from the Church-yard here, about 11 o'clock 
forenoon two cannon were fired to give notice that 
he had begun to fill the balloon, the proceſs of which 
ſucceeded to admiration. At half paſt twelve two guns 
were fired as a ſignal that the balloon could ſupport it- 
ſelf. At one o'clock other two guns were fired, as a 
ſignal for the attendance of the ladie and gentlemen, 
as his departure was approaching. A quarter before 
two o'clock, the balloon being ſufficiently inflated, he 
attached the car to it, and put therein a baſket full of 
_ proviſion, four bags of dry ſand for ballaſt, a grapple, 
ſeveral ſmall ropes, a barometer, thermometer, com- 
paſs, quadrant, &c. He then got into the car himſelf, 
and ordered the balloon to be carried into the middle 


of 
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of the Church-yard, and giving the ſignal for two 
guns to be fir:d, he roſe perpendicularly from thence, 
at two o'clock preciſely, in a grand and moſt majeſtic 
manner. Immediately on the riſing of the balloon, 
Mr. 1.unardi ſtood up in the car, took off his hat and 
bowed to the ſpectators. At a greater height, he 
threw out his flag, which is 48 ſquare feet, and was 
faſtened tothe car by a cord of 150 feet in length. About 
ten minutes paſt two, he entered a thin cloud, which 
pretty much obſcured the balloon, but he ſoon came 
out of it, At 21 minutes paſt two he entered another 
cloud, in which we loſt ſight of him about four minutes, 


but the flag was ſtill diſcernible below the cloud. 
When he again became viſible, he was ſeen going be- 


low all the clouds horizontally to the eaſt, About 50 


minutes paſt two, he was loſt to the naked eye though 
ſeveral with glaſſes ſay they ſaw him longer. 

To thoſe who were not preſent, it is impoſſible to 
give any idea of the beauty and grandeur of the ſpecta- 
cle, which could only be exceeded by the cool and in- 
trepid manner in which the adventurer conducted him- 
ſelf; and indeed he appeared more at his eaſe than the 
greater part of the ſpectators. The multitude aſſem- 
bled was very great, but had the day of his aſcenſion 
been generally known in the country, we doubt much 
if the Church- yard, large as it is, could have contain- 
ed all that would have been aſſembled on the occaſion, 
So anxious were all ranks to be preſent, that, although 
it was market-day, moſt of the ſhops were ſhut by 
one o'clock. Es 

The balloon, which contained about 500 yards of 
taffety ſilk, was ſhaped like a pear, 33 feet high, and 

1 2 23 


( 60 


23 in diameter, with a netting over it, and ſtriped 
with different colours. The car had a bottom of thin 
board, with a ſmall netting round it, ornamented at 
the top with pink ſilk, fringed with gold lace. Mr, 
Lunardi was dreſſed in ſcarlet. 

Mr. Lunardi has favoured us with the following 
particulars of his voyage, which is the ſecond that has 
been performed in Scotland : 

& As ſoon as he got up, he could plainly perceive 
. the ſea, and that his courſe was towards it. Twenty 
minutes after his aſcending with his balloon, he got 
into a cloud, and loſt light of the earth; he might 
have gone through ĩt to enjoy the higher region, where 
there is always a fine clear {ky, but thonght proper 
to keep himſelf down, to give pleaſure to the ſpecta- 


tors. At 25 minutes paſt two, he was only 4000 feet 


above the ſurface of the earth; he then obſerving the 
fea to be about 10 miles from him, he began to aſcend 
higher, and when at the height of 6000 feet, the weſt 
wind above was ſtronger than below. He went 
through the cloud, and for two minutes obſerved the 
clearneſs of the ſky above, and the thickneſs of the 
clouds beneath: his intention was to go in ſearch of an- 
other current of air, but having no ſignals above for it, 
and being ſo near the ſea, he thought proper to como 
in fight of the earth again, which he effected in 3 
minutes. At three o'clock preciſely, he was no higher 
than 3000 feet from the ſurtace of the earth, and went 
horizontally at that height for five minutes; he then 
began to deſcend, as he thought the ſea to be no more 
than a mile from him, At 20 minutes after three, he 


4 anchored 


8 
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anchored on Doddington Moor, about four miles 
north-eaſt of Wooler, where ſeveral country people 
were collected, but they were afraid to approach him; 
he called to them, and after repeated entreaties, they 
at length came up to him. Mr. Lunardi then enquir- 
ed how far he was from the ſea, and they told him 
four miles. Here Mr. Strother Ancrum, who had 
followed him on horſeback for two miles, came up and 
- ſhook hands with him. He defired ſix of the country 
people to draw-him with the ropes to Berwick, but af- 
ter having carried him about two miles, the wind 
blowing freſher, and in an oppoſite direction, the men 
were not able to hold the balloon. He came down in 
a field at Baremoor, where he emptied the balloon, 
with the aſſiſtance of the people, who were coming 


from every quarter. When Mr, Lunardi alighted, he 
had bolbs. of ballaſt remaining, which made him re- 


gret much his not being able to proceed father on ac- 
count of the ſea being ſo near,” | 
„ Amongſt the people who came to congratulate 
his ſafe deſcent, Mr, Lunardi took much notice of the 
two Miſs Halls of Thornton, Mits Wilkie of Dod- 
dington, and Miſs Car of Newcaſtle, He gives much 
praiſe to Mr. Richard Thompſon of Baremoor, who, 
after giving Mr. Lunardi every aſſiſtance in his power, 
ordered the balloon to be carried to his houſe, and po- 
litely inſiſted on Mr, Lunardi accepting of his horſe 
home. Mr. Lunardi ſpent the night at Mr. Thomp- 
ſon's houſe, where he was entertained in the moſt hoſ- 
pitable manner, and after breakfait tet off for Kelſo, 
where he arrived on Saturday at one o'clock afternoon. 
He wag met upon the bridge by a gacat number of the 
town's 
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town's people, and rode in triumph to the Croſs Keys 
Inn, with his flag diſplayed on the top of the chaiſe, 
the bells ringing, drums beating, and the people huz- 
zaing, to welcome him on his arrival. 

« On Saturday he dined with Sir James Douglas, 
and ſupped with the gentlemen of the Caledonian 
Hunt. On Sunday he was entertained by Sir James 
Pringle at Stitchill, on Monday by Lord Home at 
Hirſel, and on Monday evening by our Antient Lodge 


of Free Maſons, of which he was admitted a 


Member. On Tueſday about noon he ſet off for 
Einburgh. 

Mr Lunardi's courſe was fave eaſt (till the end, 
when he was carried a little to the ſouth) continued an 
hour and 20 minutes, travelled 2 5 miles, bis higheſt 
elevation, when above all the clouds, was 7700 
feet. 

About two hours ago I reached EDIN BU ROH in 
good health, and could not permit the poſt to depart 
without acquainting you with the whole tranſaction, 


In my lodging I found ſeveral letters; in particular 


two from the moſt reſpeQable. people in GLascow; 
inviting me thither: I muſt therefore pay a viſit to 
that CiTY as ſoon as poſſible; and I hope, in a few 
days, to write you from thence, and aſſure you once 
more how much I am, and ever ſhall be 


Your obliged and grateful 
V. LUNARDY. 


LET- 
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Glaſgow, 
AM already as well known in this City, as if L 
had reſided in it ſome months. About ſeven 

o'clock in the evening I arrived here, and was im- 

mediately favoured with the viſits of ſeveral. Gentle- 

men who had been witneſſes to my aſcent from 

EpineguRGH. As I paſſed through the {ſtreets in the 

morning, a thouſand eyes were fixed upon me, and 

if I remained in view for any conſiderable ſpace, I had 
the pleaſure of ſeeing the windows filled with eager 
beholders. | | ; 

My firſt viſit was to the chief Magiſtrate, who re- 
ceived me with the greateſt civility, and ſeems a 
mighty honeſt, worthy, and well-meaning Gentleman, 
I lodge at the TON TIN E HoTEL, adjoining to which 
is the moſt elegant Coffee-Room I have ſeen in Eu- 
ROPE. The City of GLasGow is in general very 
neat: the ſtreets broad, well paved, and interſecting 
each other at right angles, give it a far more re- 


My prartsr FRIEND, 


gular appearance than the Metropolis. The people 


apply themſelves, with unceaſing induſtry, to com- 
merce and manufactures, which are carried to ſuch 
an extent as to make GLAsGow juſtly reckoned the 
richeſt city in ScoTLAND. I could not help alſo re- 
marking the great friendſhip and hoſpitality which 
ſubſiſts in this part of CALEDONIA ; the inhabitants 


not only viſit each other frequently at their own , 


houſes, but each ſhop has ſuch a communication with 
its 
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ſts neighbour, that every commercial tranſaction is 
preſently known through the whole city; and hence 
any merchant is able to direct one, with certainty, 
where to find a piece of goods though he may not 
have it in his own ſhop. 

A few days after my arrival I became acquainted 
with one Mr. IxOGRAM, who feems very much in- 
tereſted in my behalf, and by him I was introduced 
to Mr. Fxexcn, a merchant of this place, uncom- 
monly popular for his generoſity and oppeneſs of 
heart; he was formerly Provoſt of the City, and 
though another is now inveſted with that dignity, he 
ſtill retains the title of Provoſt Frexncn. 

The Univers1ry of GL Aso is one of the moſt 
compleat that can be imagined, well calculated for dif- 
fuſing every Branch of Science, and they have an ex- 
cellent Obſervatory charmingly ſituated in their ex- 
tenſive garden. | 

As this garden ſeemed to me the moſt eligible place 
for my aſcent, I applied to the Profeſſors for it; but 
they in a polite manner declined granting my requeſt, 
'on account of many young trees which might be in- 
jured by the concourſ: of people: I was therefore 
adviſed to open a ſubſcription for defraying the ex- 
pence; which accordingly was done three days ſince, 
but it goes on flowly. 

I have had-many rambles through the city, but can 
find no place that will anſwer my purpoſe : I do not 

like to run the hazard of loſing a con/iderable ſum; but, 
on the other hand, I am treated with ſo much cor- 
diality and civility, that J know not how to reſolve, 
ſo as at once to clear my heart and head from any 

diſgracetul 
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alſgrateful reflections; but I am fully bent to ac- 
quaint you in my next with the final determination 
of | 
Your | 
VINCENT LUNARDIL 


3.6 TT KK HEE, 


Glaſgow, November 22. 7783. 
My Hovovnzn FRIEND, 


VERY thing is ſettled and ready for my excur- 
ſion; and, if the weather proves favourable, 1 
ſhall go up to-morrow. 

The day after my laſt was written, I went to St. 
AnDREw's CHURCH-YARD, which indeed may be 
overlooked in every part, but the avenues are remark- 
ably well fenced; for which reaſon 1 thought it would 
be convenient, for all thoſe who had purchaſed 
tickets: I inſtantly applied to the Magiſtrates who 
very readily allowed me the uſe of it; in conſequence 
of which, I advertized that, without waiting for 
the ſubſcription, I intended certainly to aſcend on 
Wedneſday, truſting that the Ladies and Gentlemen 
of GLAsG6ow would not permit me to be a loſer by 
my aſcenſion: and indeed I am already convinced that 
will not be the caſe, as I have been informed that, if 
the money ariſing from the exhibition ſhall prove de- 
ficient, they will immediately make up what is want- 

* ing; 


(6) 
ing; and I know that, in the courſe of this day, tiekets 
to the amount of fifty Guineas have been diſpo- 
ſed of. | 

By the deſire of many principal inhabitants I have 

echibited my Balloon in the Old Church Choir, 
where, it was no ſooner inflated, than ſuch a crowd of 
people aſſembled as I do not ever remember to have 
ſeen in a place of the kind before: fo that, one way or 
other, money enough will moſt probably be col- 
lected. i 

I have alſo the pleaſure to inform you, that in con- 
ſequence of an application to CoLoxer FtrGusoN, 
Commander of the 27th Regt. accompanied with a 
card from the Magiſtracy, I ſhall be attended by a. 
good number of ſoldiers ; and during the proceſs of 
filling the Balloon, the Band of the Regiment. will 
entertain the company with martial muſic, 

By a peruſal of all my Letters, you will find that 
my ſpirits have in general been raiſed and deprefled 
alternately : Nothing, however, has been able to con- 
quer my reſolution, and I have ſo often ſhewen my- 
' ſelf ſuperior to Misfortune, that I think ſhe is by 
this time tired of perſecuting me; therefore I ſub- 
ſcribe myſelf as cool, collected, and happy as ever, 


Your ſincere friend 


V. LUNARDI. 
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LETTER XV. 


5 Claſgou, November 25, 1785. 
DE AR SIR, ä - 


UCCESS has overpaid my expeCtations! I am 
returned to the Careſſes of my ſurrounding 


friends; and, in token of gratitude, ſhall make a 


ſecond aſcenſion on Monday next: You will imagine, 
that I ought now to be ſufficiently acquainted with 
the air, and perhaps call this rage for flying mere mad- 
neſs; but give me leave to urge a child-hood proof, 
that whatever our ideas may be in the bud, they 
ſhoot into habit; grow as we grow, and with our 
ſouls expand, till they become abſolutely conſtitu- 
tional. When quite a ſchool Boy, I uſed to look with 
contempt upon the creeping worm, or fhard-borne 
beetle; while my eyes were fixed with rapture and ad- 


miration upon the buſy bee and gilded dragon-fly : I was 


not fond of quadrupeds ; the tricks and gambols of the 
playful Squirrel, or the frolickſome careſſes of the 


Spaniel, afforded me little or no amuſement : but Birds 


were my delight! I could liſten to their ſongs with in- 
expreſſible pleaiure, and with the moſt eager attention, 


ſurvey their rapid flight through the air; they were. 


objects of my LOVE and ENvY : Is it then to be won- 
dered, that I court their company and emulate their 
mode of living ? 

Previous to the detail of my very faccelabal expe- 
dition, I ſhall inſert a paragraph from the newſpaper, 
the publiſher of which muſt be a perſon who under» 
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ſtands ſomething of AxRosTATION, as he deſcribes 


my apparatus better than any. other writer that has 
attempted the ſubject, 


AW AUTHENTIC 
Leon 2 
5 | or 
Mr, LUNARDI's AERIAL ExEevuRsSION 


From St. Andrew's Church-Yard, GlAscow, on 
Wedneſday the 23d i nſtant, 


Extracted from the GLas cow ApytrTISER, November 28, 1785. 


N Wedneſday laſt Mr. Lunardi fulfilled his pro- 

miſe in aſcending in his aerial Car from this city, 

He came to the place appointed at eleven o'clock fore- 
noon, in company with the Officers of the 27th Regt, 
preceded by the Muſical Band, and followed by all 
the ſoldiers under arms. After they had taken their 
ſtations at proper places, eyery thing was gat ready 
for beginning the operation about twelve. The Bal- 
loon was ſuſpended at the eaſt end of St. Andrew's 
Church, by a rope ſtretched between the top of the 
Church and the ground at ſome diſtance. Three very 
large caſks with 'iron hoops were ſunk to ſome depth 
in the ground, for the purpoſe of containing the oil 


of 


'( 6 )) | 
of vitriol and iron neceſſary for the operation. Theſe 
caſks were furniſhed with large tin tubes, which, paſſ- 
ing through a. large veſſel of water to cool the va- 
pour, united into one, round which the mouth of the 
Balloon was tied. Upwards of a tun weight of iron 


ſhavings were divided among the caſks, and five or fix . 


tuns of water along with them. A large tub lined 
with lead in the under part, with a hole in the bottom, 
was uſed as a funnel, This hole was cloſely ſtopt 
up with a ſtick, until the quantity of oil of vitriol 


deſtined for each caſk was put into it; when, by pul- 


ling out the ſtick, the whole. quantity ruſhed in at 
once. There was ſixteen large bottles of oil of vitriol 
uſed, in all containing upwards of 2000 pounds, On 
mixing ſuch a quantity of hetrogeneous ſubſtances to- 
gether, a tumult, efferyeſcence, and heat, were in- 
ſtantly generated to ſuch a degree as cannot be con- 
ceived by thoſe who have not been eye witneſſes of ſi- 
milar operations. The vapour inſtantly iſſued out 
with great yelocity, and aſcending in the Balloon, be- 
gan to ſwell it firſt at the top, fo it became quite 
round and full there, while the under part remained 
quite flacid. By degrees the ſwelling proceeded down- 
wards, and the net with which the Balloon was co- 


vered began to embrace it cloſely. About half an hour 


after twelve it was inflated ſufficiently to carry its 
own weight, ſo that the rope by which it was ſuſ- 
pended became na longer neceſſary, and was there- 
fore taken away. The wind ſtruck one fide of it 
conſiderably, which rendering the operation of filling 
ſomewhat difficult, it was pulled down by means of 
the net and cords affixed to it, as cloſe to the 

ground 
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ground as poſſible, which removed that difficul- 
ty. It was kept in this poſſition till about half an 
hour after one, and though the ſmell indicated ſome 
loſs of inflammable air, yet conſidering the large 
ſcale on which the operation was conducted, we can- 
not help thinking that the chemical part was pertorm- 
ed with great dexterity. 

«© As the Balloon now began to pull very ſtrongly 
upwards, it was no longer confined, but gradually 
ſuffered to riſe to its full length, when it appeared of 
a beautiful oval ſhape, but ſtill ſomewhat flaccid in 


the under part. The Car being now appended, Mr. 


Lunardi took his place, dreſt in his regimentals, amidſt 
the anxious expectations of the ſpectators. - At a 
quarter before two the Balloon, now floating with 
Mr. Lunardi in it, was conducted to ſome diſtance 
from the church, in order to give a more full view 
of his aſcent. It was then let go, and began to riſe, 
ſomewhat ſlowly ; but Mr. Lunardi ſoon quickened it 
by throwing out a ſand bag, and as its aſcending 
power was not yet anſwerable to his wiſhes, he in a 
few minutes threw out another, and after thet a third, 
Thus the Balloon roſe with great rapidity, to the 
admiration of every one who ſaw it, and being impelled 
by a briſk gale, flew alſo with immenſe velocity in a 
S. E. direction as it aſcended ; and during this aſcent 
Mr. Lunardi gradually lowered his flag to a conſider- 
able diſtance from the Balloon, which occaſioned no 
little uneaſineſs among the ſpectators, many of whom 
immagined that the Car was getting looſe and falling 


away. In about a quarter of an hour our adventrous 


hero was loſt in a cloud, to the great concery of the 
ſpectators, and though a glimpſe or two of the Balloon 


Wers 


* 
were afterwards obtained, it was impoſſible to view 
it diſtinctly for any length of time. He was ſeen 
paſſing over Hamilton at two o'clock, fo that he muſt 
have been flying at the rate of forty miles an hour. 
The Magiſtrates, in teſtimoney of their eſteem for 
Mr, Lunardi, ordered the bells to be ſet a-ringing; 


and in about ten minutes after he was ſeen paſhng - 


over Lanark. In the courſe of his journey, it is ſaid, 
he met with a ſoutherly current, along with which he 
was carried for about twelve minutes, but afterwards 
returned into his former courſe, | 
It is impoſſible to deſcribe the aſtoniſhment and ad- 
miration which Mr. Lunardi's aſcent occaſioned in 
this place. Indeed the ſight of the Balloon, with 
Mr. Lunardi aſcending along with it, was majeſtic 
and beautiful beyond deſcription. To this indeed the 
gracefulneſs and genteel air of his perſon, with his 
eaſy intrepidity in the moment of aſcent, contributed 
not a little. The moſt majeſtic part of the ſcene in- 
deed was only viſible to thoſe in the Church-yard, 
being in a great meaſure loſt by the reſt of the ſpecta- 
tors who did not purchaſe tickets. The concourſe of 
people was amazing, The Green, the tops of the 
houſes, and all places, where the ſight could be had 
for nothing, were immenſely crowded, Many were 
amazingly affected. Some ſhed tears, and ſome 
fainted ; while others inſiſted that he was in compact 
with the Devil, and ought to be looked upon as a 
man reprobated by the Almighty. | 
« During the whole time that the Balloon was 
filling, Bailie Brown attended in the abſence of the 
Lord Proyoſt, and ſhewed the greateſt attention to 
Mr, 


= 


1 watt 
L KA 1 
1 


„ 


84 a” -- 
a 


— 
3 


1 
- — * 


r * r 
. = 


3 


= "= 
» —— — — * 
A * 
> 1 
F< . 


21. 8 
K 
Ti 


« 
. 


* 


Mr. Lunardi; and invited the principal perſons, whg 
were ſtrangers, to dine with him in the Tontine, 
among whom was the Earl of Loudoun ; and an Af- 
ſembly was held in the evening. 

« While the Balloon was filling the compiny were 
entertained by the Muſical Band of the 27th Regt. 
juſt now quartered here, who played a quick March 
as he went up. It is computed that there were up- 
wards of 100,000 ſpectators aſſembled on this occaſion, 
among whom were the greateſt number of Ladies ever 
ſeen in Glaſgow, who were all very much intereſted 
in Mr. Lunardi's ſafety. As no accounts of his land- 
ing arrived on Thurſday, many people began to fear 


ſome fatal accident, but their apprehenſions were 


happily diſpelled on Friday by the following letter to 
Colonel Ferguſon : 


| Edinburgh, Friday Morning, 11 o'clock. 
« SIR, | 

ec J have the honour to inform you, that at 42 
minutes after three o'clock on Wedneſday evening, I 
touched the ground upon high hills, where the wind 
being very freſh, the cable gave way, and I loſt the 
great anchor and flag ; the Balloon being then lighter 
aſcended to a conſiderable height, and entirely loſt 
ſight of the earth. At 55 minutes after three I finally 
deſcended about two miles to the eaſt of Alemoor on 
the water of Ale, in Selkirkſhire, and luckily met 
with Mr, and Mrs. Chiſholm, who were riding on the 


mountains in their way home from a viſit; and the 


Lady 


C33 )} 


Lady took my place (being lighter) in the Balloon, 
went three miles in it. 

« Yeſterday I was entertained by the — 35.7 of 
Hawick, and the Magiſtracy preſented me with the 
freedom of the town. | 

« This morning I reached Edinburgh, and to-mor- 
row at twelve o'clock at noon, I hope I ſhall have the 


honour to return you viva voce my ſincere thanks, as 


I do with my pen, for all your kindneſs. I have the 
honour to be, &c. 


Vincent LUNARDI,” 


c According to his promiſe in this letter, Mr. Lu- 
nardi arrived with his Balloon in this city, about half 
an hour after twelve o'clock on Saturday ; and was 
entertained at dinner by the principal merchants, and 
yeſterday by the officers of the 27th Regt.” 


Ar five minutes before two, by my watch, I 
parted from the ground, but could not judge of the 
aſcending power of the Balloon, by reaſon of its 
waving with the wind, which was pretty high. Be- 
ing therefore apprehenſive of its again deſcending to 
the ground, I threw out two' bags of ſand in the yery 
church-yard, after which I aſcended with great ve- 
- locity, and ſaluted the very reſpectable and brilliant 
company whom I had left, and the multitude of ſpec- 
tators who were aſſembled all round, by lowering my 
flag about ſixty feet from the bottom of the gallery- 
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It was now exactly two o'clock, when I entered 2 
very thick but ſmall cloud; on which I pulled the 
valve in order to deſcend below it, but the aſcending 
power was too great, ſo that I continued to rife for 
tome time longer. 

On my coming again in fight of Glaſgow, I found 
the compaſs had ſhifted ; the wind being N. W. 
F now paſſed. through higher clouds, and at five mi- 
nutes after two, ſaw Hamilton about two miles diſ- 
tant. The Balloon had now loſt its riſing power, the 
rarefication of the air having expelled a great quan- 
tity out of it. 1 could ſee Lanark very well, but it 
was ſoon intercepted by a ſmall and thick cloud. 
Finding myſelf deſcending, I threw out half a bag of 
fand; but that proving inſufficient, I threw down 
the whole, on which the Balloon ſtood motionleſs 
for about two minutes, and then began to aſcend at a 
good rate. I entered a thick cloud about three 
quarters of a mile perpendicular, when I could neither 
fee heaven nor earth, being in ſhort involved in an 
ocean of clouds, which about a mile above me I per- 
ceived were of different and beautiful colours. 
While involved in theſe clouds, 1 dined, and ha- 
ving emptied one bottle of its contents by making a 
a hole in its fide, as I could not uncork it. I threw 
it down altogether, and heard it whiſtle as it de- 
ſcended, for 35 ſeconds. The wind was now due 
ſouth by the compas, and, being extremely fatigued 

and ſleepy, having ſcarce reſted three hours the pre- 
_ ceding night, I lay down in the bottom of the gal- 
lery. That I might not, however, incur any danger 


” 


by 


1 


by fleeping in this extraordinary ſituation, I faſtened 


a ſmall ſtillyard to a piece of rope, and this to the 
neck of the alloon, ſo that it was ſuſpended about a 
foot diſtance from my face. The Balloon was at this 
time keeping itſelf quite full by the rarefaction of air; 
and I was ſure, that when it began to deſcend it muſt 
become flaccid, and conſequently longer, fo that the 
ſtillyard would hit my face and awake me. Without 
the leaſt apprehenſion therefore I fell aſleep, and en- 
Joyed a comfortable nap for about twenty minutes, 
when the hook of the ſtillyard got hold of my chin, 
and I got up at once. I could now fee the earth quite 
plain, and a ſerpentine river beneath me. I had no 
map, and the Balloon was turning upon its axis, ſo 
that I could form no judgment of my ſituation ; but 
turning upon my right, I could perceive that the river 
below me was the Forth. It was then twelve mi- 
nutes after three when [ threw out half a bag of ſand 
to keep me in a horizontal direction ; and afterwards 
tried to deſcend on the other fide of the river; but I 
ſaw with ſurpriſe that the Balloon was again approach- 
ing to the river, when I dropped my pocket book, 
and which appears to me has fallen about a mile to 
the north of Forth. The Balloon quickly croſſed the 
river again, on which I threw away the remainder of the 
bag, but {till the Balloon role but very little, and was 
involved in thick clouds on my coming to the S. E. 
At 25 minutes after three the earth began to ap- 
pear, and I found I was over huge hills, which I 
judged to be the Highlands. Being now deſcending 
very quick, I threw down the reſt of my ballaſt, and 
roſe to a conſiderable height, but ſtill in fight of the 


L 2 earth, 


End BD 

earth. At 38 minutes after three 1 was again de- 
ſcending,' and ſaw the tops of the hills paſſing very 
quick, by which I judged that the wind was very 
high. I intended to come down betwixt ſome of theſe 
hills, as I could not ſee the end of them, and fleep 
there all night; and with this view let looſe the big 
anchor about 60 feet from the gallery, and began to 
deſcend: As ſoon as the anchor got hold of the 
ground the cabel gave way, and the anchor remaining 
in the ground, as well as the flag, &c. in all about 18 
pounds weight, the Balloon roſe again with great ra- 


pidity; and when above all the clouds I could per- 


ceive that they had the very ſame ſhape of the hills 
below. The water generated by the inflammable air 
came down converted into icicles: I taſted a piece of 
it, and found it was ſimilar. to that of a long Scotch 
turnip. I paſſed horizontally through the clouds 
for about eight minutes : when I came in ſight of the 


heathy hills again, I heard a voice call, © Lunard:, 


come down,” quite plain, and I knew not who it 
Was I ſaw at a diſtance ſheep feeding, but could 
not fee a human being; and I was greately ſurpriſed 
to hear my name pronounced by any ſhepherd that 
might have been there with his ſheep; and I could 
perceive no houſe, nor even huts in the neighbour- 
hood. I called aloud ſeveral times through the hill 
and after one third of a minute, or 19 ſeconds, I could 
hear the echo of my words returned as loud as they 
were pronounced; but I never had repeated Lunardi 
come down, though I heard theſe words ſeveral times 
repeated, on which I anſwered through the trumpet, 
Hallow, hallow, with a great voice ;—I heard the 


* ord % 
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words, Lunardi, hallgw, repeated; and being now quite 
free from any interruption from clouds, I could ſee 
diſtinctly ſome people on horſeback ;—at laſt J en- 
deavoured to haſten my deſcent betwixt two hills 
where the Balloon might be ſheltered from the high 
wind; and indeed I came down as light as a feather, 
Two trembling ſhepherds came to me, an old man 
and a boy, whom I encouraged by calling to them 
cc My dear friends come hither,” They croſſed the 
water and came up to me, and I gave them ſome ſpunge 
bread that remained of my proviſions ; then a Gentle- 
man came, aſking how I did, and at what time I ſet 
off from Glaſgow ; after a proper anſwer, I reached 
him with the Balloon, and he mentioncd the circum- 
ſtances of meeting me as he was coming from a viſit 
with his wife, 

J aſked the Lady if ſhe mark get into the Bal- 
loon ; who hardly had pronounced I will, when ſhe 
got into the gallery, and I went out deſiring the ſhep- 
herds to hold the ropes; I got upon her horſe, and 
in company with her huſband we followed her. After 
three good miles riding, I ſaw that the Balloon was 
very much waved; and the ſhepherds carried by it 
at a great rate, ſo that [ thought proper to call the 
Lady down, and it was with great difficulty and fa- 
tigue all of us together could ſucceed in emptying the 


Balloon, which I committed to the ſhepherds care, 
and went along with the Gentleman and Lady; at ſeven 


o'clock we arrived at their houſe at Stretches, where 
I was very well entertained, J had a comfortable 
fleep; and next morning after breakfait, the Gentle- 

man 
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man in whoſe houſe I was, took me to Hawick, where! 


was received by the Gentlemen and the Magiftrates, 
who very generouſly invited me to dinner with them, 
and preſented me with the freedom of the town; ſoon 
after dinner, I got into a poſt chaiſe, travelled all 
night, and reached Edinburgh at ſix o'clock in the 
morning, when I wrote a letter to you with two in- 
cloſed, and diſpatched by an expreſs to Glaſgow, as I 
knew they would have been in anxiety. My courſe 
was S. E. then N. and then S. E. the whole of my 


journey 110 miles; the deſcent and place will be bet- 


ter deſcribed by the Gentleman with whom I was fo 
fortunate as to meet. | 


Extract of a Letter from Gilbert Chiſholm, Eſq; Stretchcs, 
to a friend in Glaſsow, November 23. 


& Yeſterday afternoon, about half an hour after 
three, as I was returning, with Mrs. Chiſholm, from 
a viſit to Sir James Naſmyth of Poſſo, Bart. my ſer- 
vant called out to me to obſerve a paper kite of moſt 
ſurpriſing magnitude and height. Turning my eyes 
to the place where the boy pointed, I perceived a 
body flying among the clouds, which ſometimes in- 
tercepted it from my fight. As it came near the 


ground J perceived it aſſume an oblong oval ſhape, 


fomewhat like a ſugar mould, but as 1 could perceive 
no ſtring to hold it, nor any tail appended, I was 
convinced that it could be no kite, which indeed its 
extraordinary height had convinced me of before, As 


1 knew that Mr. Lunardi was in the country, and 


intended a voyage from Glaſgow this day, I began to 
i ah ſuſpect 


4.99 3 | 
ſuſpect this muſt be his Balloon, though I was yet un- 
able to diſtinguiſh his car, and could ſcarce allow my- 
ſelf to think that he could be at ſuch a diſtance from 
that city. As it ftill came nearer, however, I was 
at laſt convinced that it could be no other ; and in 
about a quarter of an hour after I firſt ſaw him, he 
was got ſo near that I began to call out to him 
« Mr. Lunardi come down, come down!” This invita- 


tion I gave him the more earneſtly, becauſe if he had 


fill gone on, he muſt have alighted in a very incon- 
venient place on account of the high wind. After re- 
peated calls, I had the good fortune to hear that he 
anſwered me through his ſpeaking trumpet, though I 
could not diſtinctly hear what he ſaid. At five minutes 
before four he alighted in a place very near the water 
of Ale, and fo ſcreened from the wind, that the Pal- 
loon ſtood quite upright without inclining either to 
one ſide or another. Two ſhepherds who kept their 
ſheep on the hill ſide were fo much aſtoniſhed at the 


deſcent of the Balloon with a human creature ap- 


pended to it, that it was with difficulty I could per- 
ſuade them that Mr. Lunardi was not ſome Devil who 
would deſtroy them. At laſt by my earneſt perſua- 


fion they ran down the bill, and, with ſome figns 
of fear came up to Mr. Lunardi My horſe was fo 


much frightened - that. I could ſcarce come within a 
gunſhot, but Mrs. Chiſholm, who rode a more peace- 
able beaſt, was allowed to come much nearer. "The 
ſhepherds at my deſire conveyed the Balloon, and Mr. 
Lunardi along with it, over the water which ſeparated 
ps, which they effected with the greateſt eaſe, the 
Balloon yet riſing from the ground with the lighteſt 
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touch. After receiving our hearty congratulations, 
Mr. Lunardi aſked Mrs. Chiſholm if ſhe would take 
his place in the aerial car, to which ſhe replied by 
jumping into it. She willingly would have had the 
Balloon ſet at liberty, but as the wind was very high, 


Mr. Lunardi judged this to be improper; for, as 


Mrs. Chiſholm is conſiderably lighter, ſhe muſt have 
aſcended to a great height, and been conveyed to ſe- 
veral miles diſtance, The car therefore held near the 
ground by the two ſhepherds. In this manner ſhe 
was carried for about three miles, while the hills 
ſheltered us from the wind; but then it became ſo 
violent, and the Balloon waved ſo much, that ſhe was 
obliged to alight. After this we aſſiſted Mr, Lunardi 


in emptying his Balloon, which was not accompliſhed 


without great difficulty on account of the high wind. 
After having the pleaſure of Mr. Lunardi's company 


for the, night, F had the honour of introducing him 
this day to the Magiſtrates of Hawick, who after ha- 
ving entertained him at dinner, preſented him with 


the freedom of the city.— Mrs. Chiſholm is much 
pleafed with her aerial journey, and ſtill wiſhes that 
ſhe had been ſet at liberty. As the report of Mr, Lu- 


nardi's landing has already ſpread to a conſiderable 


diſtance, our market of Hawick has been uncom- 


monly thronged by multitudes of country people who 


have come to town in hopes of ſeeing this aerial 


hero.“ 


I ſhall 


41 


T ſhall not have occaſion to write to you again till 
I have taken my ſecond flight from this place, as I 
cannot ſuppoſe that any accident will impede my en- 
terpriſe, the apparatus remaining as I left it. This 
evening I intend to advertiſe my pocket book, with 
two guineas reward to any perſon who may have 
found it ; the original value is no more than twelve 
ſhillings, and it contains nothing but a paper of cal- 
culations and two letters, with my direction, one of 
which is your laſt, dated 26th October: My wiſhes 
are only to aſcertain the place where it was found. 

To-morrow 1 ſhall viſit ParisLEY, where ſome 
beautiful manufactures are carried on. It is very 
aſtoniſhing that in France and ITALY, where fuch 
a quantity of ſilk is produced, this branch of buſi- 
neſs ſhould not be carried into the fame degree of 
perfection as here! On Sunday I propoſe to return, 
and Monday is the day fixed for my aſcenſion ; ſoon 
after which, if no unlucky accident intervenes, you 
Jhall again hear from 


Your affectionate and reſpectful 


V. LUNARDL 
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FEET T 1-k XVI, 


Glaſgow, 
My ever HoxovrED FRIEND, 


ITH additional pleaſure I once more take up 

my pen to inform you of another aerial 
voyage. Happineſs is doubly dear when thus com- 
municated to a friend! What numberleſs bleſſings 
has the AgT of WRITING diffuſed! How many re 
markable events has it perpetuated ! How many na- 
tions has it taught to imitate the virtues of their an- 
ceſtors ! Without this, the deareſt friends, when ſe- 
parated by diſtant countries, would be as dead to each 
other: By means of this noble diſcovery, we com- 


municate our inmoſt thoughts to, and receive the 
kind ſentiments of thoſe we love and eſteem, while 


intervening oceans roll their rude waves in yain : 
but let me not, while I praiſe, miſuſe the bleſſing, by 
waſting time in idle reflections, which I am convinced 
will not be half fo intereſting to your heart as the 
following particulars of my late journey : 


The auſpicious morning being arrived, every thing 
was ready by ten o'clock for beginning the operation. 
Exactly at eleven, I was honoured with the attend- 


ance 
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ance of the 27th Regt. as on the former occaſion, to 
ſupport the Civil power in keeping the peace, and 
preſerving regularity; though, thanks to God, no 
riot or diſturbance ever happened at any of my expe- 
riments, the people being univerſally acquainted with 
my upright principles, and convinced of my inten- 
tion to fulfil my promiſe in the moſt ample manner, 
My two ſmall caſks, containing one half of the in- 
gredients for filling the balloon were inſtantly fet to 
work; but as, at half an hour after eleven, there were 
but very few people aſſembled, 1 was adviſed by ſeve- 
ral reſpectable friends not to go on with the other, un- 
til a greater number of ſpeCtators ſhould arrive. The 
operation therefore went on but ſlowly, but at twelve, 
I ordered the large caſk to be ſet to work: by which 
means the balloon was ſufficiently inflated by halt an 
Hour after one, | | 
During this proceſs I could not help paying very 
particular attention to the different currents of wind, 
which indeed did alarm me very much. On this ac- 
count I was obliged to decline the taking with me a 
young gentleman of this place, only twelve years of 
age, but of undaunted ſpirit, and who might have been 
a very agreeable companion to me, had the weather 
been mild; but the voyage at this time was very dange- 
Tous as I myſelf very ſoon experienced. For the ſame 
reaſon I was obliged with regret to refuſe the requeſt of 
Captain Barns of the 25th regiment, who had ſeveral 
times earneſtly expreſſed to me his defire of taking an 
aerial voyage, and at this time wiſhed to have gone in 
my place. The anſwer J gave him at preſent, how= 


M 2 | ever, 
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ever, was, that I would not, on this day, ſend ap 
any friend of mine for all the gold in the world.“ 

The wind in the lower regions had all this time been 
ſhifting almoſt every five minutes; and in the ſpace of 
an hour, had gone round three fourths of the com- 

-paſs. The currents above were evidently W. and 8. 
W. and E. and S. E. To avoid any danger from the 
church, I ordered the balloon to be carried to the end 


of the railing, and there I faſtened the gallery to it. 


The wind was high, and toſſed the balloon exceſſively: 
however I got into it, having all the inſtruments and 


proviſions I wanted, there already. I deſired ſeveral - 


officious gentlemen to let it go; but you cannot con- 
ceive, my dear friend, the attachment of every bady 
here to me, how earneſtly they wiſhed to be near me, 

and offer me their ſervices in the moment of aſcenſion, 
J got up, however, about 50 feet from the ground, 


when the rope I had left looſe for my ſervant to give 


me the riſing power I wanted, when cleared of my 
friends below (which however proved impoſſible) en- 
tangled a gentleman, who, I fince underſtand, is a 
miniſter; and, with the greateſt concern, I ſaw him 
dragged for a conſiderable way along the ground, till 
the rope was cut by my ſervant. 

It was now near 40 minutes after one o'clock, and 
my aſcent was not very rapid; as I could ſee the peo- 
ple below for fix minutes. This time I employed in 
ſecuring the gallery to the balloon better than it had 
been done below ; waving the flag, ſaluting the public. 
Soon after I loſt ſight of Glaſgow. The wind below 
was S. E. and I took my courſe to N. W. ſo that I 
was, kept in view by every body. At 48 minutes af- 
ter one, I was obliged to ſecure the compaſs and watch, 

3 and 
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and take hold of the upper hoop with both my hands, 


as the gallery was not only waving, but all to one fide, 
The balloon being preſſed by two contrary winds, tur- 
ned upon its axis at leaſt twelve times in ren ſcconds, 
and jumped up to a great height. It was now quite 
full; the inflammable air eſcaping »--.y taic from the 
neck, and I opened the valve belides. vnen all ar once 
it fell down for a quarter of a mile and there hecame 
ſtationary; it was now two thirds fail, in! the hk be- 
low ſticking together, and driven with the vic!o»-e of 
the wind, made a terrible and hideous noiſe; keeping 
the valve conſtantly open, ſo that I could hear the in- 
flammable air whiſtle in eſcaping. 

At 52 minutes after one o'clock the balloon was pro- 
digiouſly inclined to one fide, and gallery almoſt over- 
turned, ſo that I was exceedingly alarmed, being obli- 
ged to hold the upper hoop where the net terminated 
faſt with both my hands. I then found myſelf attack- 

ed by two contrary winds; the balloon turned with 
great velocity upon its axis, and jumped up about 100 
feet, then began to deſcend with ſuch rapidity that I 
could ſee the clouds below approached me very faſt, 
and ſome paſſing very rapidly. When the gallery be- 
gan to keep itſelf ſteady again, I endeavoured to put 
out both my anchors; the ſmalleſt ſaſtened to a very 
long rope, and the biggeſt to a ſhorter one : I threw 
down two bottles I had full of water, and all the bal- 
laſt at once, which did indeed check the rapidity of 
my deſcent, but could not give the balloon levity 
enough to riſe again; the ſmall anchor got hold of the 
earth, as well as the large one; I then ſuſpended my- 


ſelf to the upper part of the gallery, letting the bottom 
£ | | of 
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of it receive the blow from the earth, which broke in 
two parts, and | got a very violent ſhock, but happily 
am not hurt, It was juſt two o'clock when J deſcen- 


ded.—[In the place where I alighted there was but very 


little wind, and the balloon ſtood perpendicular. Both 
the.anchors having got hold of the ground, I could 
have come out of the car and done every thing myſelf 
without any aſſiſtance, but I was immediately ſurroun- 
ded by a great many, who were all very ready to offer 
me their fervice, and did as much as was in their power 


to aſſiſt me, and take care even of the ſmalleſt thing. 


The Reverend Mr. Lapfley, the miniſter of the 
pariſh in which 1 deſcended, was the firſt gentleman 
who reached me, and he very politely ſent his ſervant 


to take care of the balloon, &c. and expreſſed his joy 


in having accidentally met with ſuch an extraordinary 
piece of good fortune in meeting me. While I was 
going towards his houſe, accompanied by the whole 
multitude of people collected on that ſpot, we ſaw at 
a diſtance, a gentleman advancing very faſt: this was 
Sir Alexander Stirling ; who invited me and the mi- 
niſter to his houſe, where we were well entertained. 
But it is beyond the power of my pen to paint to you 
the happineſs of this old gentleman, in having me 
at his houſe, in ſuch an extraordinary way, and his ex- 
preſſions on the occaſion. 

Mr. Lapfley agreeably amuſed me while at dinner 
with a converſation upon aeroſtatic experiments. He 
ſeems to be a very intelligent gentleman, and has 


written a letter to a friend of his in Glaſgow, a copy of 


which I incloſe for your inſpection, and which will 


enable you to form ſome judgement of his ſenſibility. 


At 


* 
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At ſeven o'clock in the evening, a chaiſe being rea- 
dy, I took leave of Sir Alexander, and was accompani- 
ed by Mr. Lapſley to Glaſgow. I went immediately 
to the play, where I was received with great applauſe, 

This day I was entertained at the Saracen's Head, 
with a very ſplendid dinner by Provoſt French, Mr. 
Ingram, and ſeveral of the beſt citizens, where I was 
preſented with the diploma, and made Knicar of 
the CAPE. Indeed I am very much careſſed through 
all Scotland, therefore if I be attached to this na- 
tion, you cannot think it any wonder, 

I reckon it a very fortunate circumſtance that. in 
this deſcent, as well as a former one, I ſhould meet 
with a Miniſter young, ſenſible, and accompliſhed; 
ſuch is Mr. LAPSLEVY: I ſhall trauſcribe a letter from 
him to one of his friends : his attention to the various 
occurences being more exact than what I could poſſibly 
pay, it has enabled him to obſerve, recollect, 
and mark down, the moſt minute circumſtances. « 


| Copy of a Letter from the Revd. JAMES LAPSLEY, 
to a friend in Glaſoow, 


DAR SIR, Manſe of Campſie, 6th Dec. 


Although you and my friends in Glatgow, have had 
the advantage in ſeeing Mr. Lunardi aſcend twice into 
the atmoſphere, I will not ſuffer you now to boaſt too 
much of your good fortune, for he has done me the 
honour of paying me a viſit in my own pariſh, I faw 
him deſcend from his car: and was pleaſed with the 
remarks of the villagers upon his deſcent. The people 
of Campſie were too bold to be afraid of him: and they 


are 
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of it receive the blow from the earth, which broke in 


two parts, and I got a very violent ſhock, but happily 


am not hurt, It was juſt two o'clock when J deſcen- 
ded.— In the place where I alighted there was but very 
little wind, and the balloon ſtood perpendicular. Both 
the anchors having got hold of the ground, I could 
have come out of the car and done every thing myſelf 


without any aſſiſtance, but I was immediately ſurroun- 


ded by a great many, who were all very ready to offer 
me their fervice, and did as much as was in their power 
to aſſiſt me, and take care even of the ſmalleſt thing. 

The Reverend Mr. Lapſley, the miniſter of the 
pariſh in which 1 deſcended, was the firſt gentleman 
who reached me, and he very politely ſent his ſervant 
to take care of the balloon, &c. and expreſſed his joy 
in having accidentally met with ſuch an extraordinary 
piece of good fortune in meeting me. While I was 
going towards his houſe, accompanied by the whole 
multitude of people collected on that ſpot, we ſaw at 
a diſtance, a gentleman advancing very faſt: this was 
Sir Alexander Stirling; who invited me and the mi- 


niſter to his houſe, where we were well entertained. 


But it is beyond the power of my pen to paint to you 
the happineſs of this old gentleman, in having me 
at his houſe, in ſuch an extraordinary way, and his ex- 
preſſions on the occaſion. 

Mr. Lapſley agreeably amuſed me while at dinner 
with a converſation upon aeroſtatic experiments. He 
ſeems to he a very intelligent gentleman, and has 


written a letter to a friend of his in Glaſgow, a copy of 
which I incloſe for your inſpeCtion, and which will 
enable you to form ſome judgement of his ſenſibility. 


df 


687) 


At ſeven o'clock in the evening, a chaiſe being rea- 
dy, I took leave of Sir Alexander, and was accompani- 


ed by Mr. Lapſley to Glaſgow. I went immediately - 


to the play, where I was received with great applauſe. 

This day I was entertained at the Saracen's Head, 
with a very ſplendid dinner by Provoſt French, Mr, 
Ingram, and ſeveral of the beſt citizens, where 1 was 
preſented with the diploma, and made KNIGHT of 
the Car E. Indeed I am very much careſſed through 
all Scotland, therefore if I be attached to this na- 
tion, you cannot think it any wonder, 

I reckon it a very fortunate circumſtance that in 
this deſcent, as well as a former one, I ſhould meet 
with a Minifter young, ſenſible, and accompliſhed; 
ſuch is Mr. LAPSLEY : I ſhall tranſcribe. a letter from 
him to one of his friends : his attention to the various 
occurences being more exact than what I could poſſibly 
pay, it has enabled him to obſerve, recollect, 
and mark down, the moſt minute circumſtances. « 


Copy of a Letter from the Revd, JAMES LAPSLEY, 


to a friend in Glaſgow. 


DEar SIR, Aanſe of Campſie, bth Dec. 


Although you and my friends in Glaſgow, have had 
the advantage in ſeeing Mr. Lunardi aſcend twice into 
the atmoſphere, I will not ſuffer you now to boaſt too 
much of your good fortune, for he has done me the 
honour of paying me a viſit in my own pariſh, I ſaw 
him deſcend' from his car : and was pleaſed with the 
remarks of the villagers upon his deſcent. The people 
of Campſie were too bold to be afraid of him: and they 
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are above diſguifing what their feelings lead them to 
_ expreſs," © 


Yeſterday afternoon whilſt I was e through 


my pariſh, viſiting the ſick, and rather inclined to be 


penſive from reflecting upon the ſcenes of diſtreſs to 
which I had been witneſs, my attention was ſuddenly 
arreſted by a confuſed humming noiſe, which ſeemed 


all at once to ſpring out of the earth towards the ſouth, 


but as my view from that quarter was intercepted by a 
clump of trees, I walked on, and for two minutes I 
had it not in my power to inquire from what cauſe it 


proceeded. 


An old woman at that moment joined me, hearing 
the noiſe at the ſame time, took ſome pains to con- 
vince me, that it was the buzz of thoſe ſpirits and elyes 


who before Chriſtmas Eve hold their meetings in ſe- 


queſtered dales, lamenting their loſt power, 
You will eaſily believe that ſuch a wayward fancy 


was not then agreeable to my preſent humour, 1 left 


her, and haſtened to a riſing ground, when I now 
heard diſtinctly ſeveral people ſhouting aloud, - Yon- 
der he comes!“ Turning round, I beheld the balloon 


failing majeſtically almoſt over my head. Mr. Lunar- 


di was then ſtanding in his car, and waving his ban- 
ner. His diſtance from the earth ſeemed to be about 


400 yards. The people were coming from all quar- 
ters. Their acclamations were every moment waxing 
louder and louder; and the farmers, in imitation of 
Mr. Chiſholm, were ſhouting vehemently, “ Lunar- 


di come down.” And I, along with the reſt invited 
him to deſcend, 3 | 
= I am 
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am rather inclined, however, to think that he did 
not hear me, owing to the whiſtling of the wind, it 
being very violent during the whole of his excurſion. 

However, as he had reſolved not to go far, we were 
judulged in our requeſt; for, exactly at two o'clock 
he deſcended at Eaſter Mockroft, on the banks of the 
Glaſſart on the eſtate of Sir Archibald Edmiſtone of 
Dultreath in the pariſh of Campſie, nine Engliſh miles 
and a half N. N. E. of Glaſgow, | 

When I ſaw the balloon firſt, which was about two 
minutes and a half before two o'clock, it appeared to 
be very much agitated, turning round its axis, while 
it was floating through clouds of air, and the day be- 
ing hazy, it reſembled very much, in appearances 
the full moon ſeen through a darkened glaſs labouring 
in an eclipſe. Sometimes it appeared of an aſh, ſome- 
times of a copper colour; ſometimes even darker; 
owing to the different ſhades reflected from the Camp- 
fie Fells. About half a minute however, before he 
alighted, the ſun came out behind a cloud, and ſhone _ 
directly upon the balloon ; every colour became diſ- 
tinctly ſeen; the various ſtripes of the flag became vi- 
vid; his regimentals and the decorations of the car 
affording a varied and moſt beautiful ſpectacle, accor- 
ding to the play of the different rays of the ſun, and 
as my view on the north was bounded by the Campſie 
Fells, whoſe tops were then covered with blue miſt, the 
balloon appeared, as it were, to come out of the miſt, 
and deſcend in a ſun beam. | 

As the balloon was perfectly unexpected by me, 
and as at the very firſt it appeared in all its grandeur, 
I confeſs, without heſitation, that the pleaſure I had 
in ſeeing it ſailing throngh the clouds, and deſcending 
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in our ſequeſtered vale, was a pleaſure mixed with 
ſome degree of pain. I laboured, as it were, un- 
der the grandeur of the object, and ſtrove to compare 
it to ſome thing I had ſeen; but J failed. However, 
a young gentleman happening to come up to me at 
that moment, whoſe imagination was not ſo overpow- 
ered, aſked me if I thought it did not reſemble the diſ- 
cription given by Milton : 

Nigh at hand hung high with di'monds flaming and with gold; 


4 
Thither came Uriel gliding thro” the ev'n on a ſun-beam, 
And ſwift as a ſhooting ſtar which in Autumn thwarts the night. 


I told the gentleman that this deſcrption was but a 


conceit in Milton, not ill pleaſed, however, to find 


that we had got ſome likeneſs, tho fanciful, to com- 
pare 1t to, 

As he had deſcended to within half a mile where L 
ſtood, I immediately haſtened to welcome Mr, Lu- 
nardi, and to give him all the affiſtance in my power. 
The whole country ſcemed to be alive, running unto 
him with the ſame kind intention; and I perceived 
with pleaſure, that curiofity was a principle not con- 
fined alone to the breaſts of the higher born and better 
educated claſs of men; for, in paſſing a little cot- 


tage, I heard a weaver expreſſing the moſt vehement 
deſire to ſee this great fight, and crying to his wife to 
« take care of the bairns.“ I believe, however, that 


ſhe at this time forgot that ever ſhe had promiſed him 
obedience, and ſet out, repeating his commands to the 
ſervant, who in her turn exclaimed with rage, that 


* ſhe wondered what people imagined ſervants were 


c made of: Let thoſe who got bairns take care of 
« them; for, by her faith, ſhe would both fee and 
EEE « 1 „ touch 
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TM touch Lunardi with the beſt of them;” and threw 


the child from her. Perhaps upon another occaſion 
ae might have taken time to tell her that ſhe ex- 


preſſed herſelf too ſtrongly ; but yeſterday every thing 
was her friend, 
During my going from the riſing ground where I firſt 
faw it to the vale where it alighted, I ſometimes loſt 
ſight of the car, by the gentle ſwells which intervened, 
but never loſt ſight of the Balloon; and as it was 
ſuſpended ſome yards from the ground, betwixt the 
darkneſs of the day, and the blue miſt of the moun- 
tains, under whoſe ſhade it was, it had the appearance 
of an object ariſing out of the fea, reſembling the fun 
when he makes his firſt appearance in a ſpring morn- 
ing out of a thick fog. Before I arrived it aſſumed a 
new ſhape,—that of a pear, or inverted cone. Mr. 
Lunardi then ſtanding in his car, about four feet from 
the ground, ſome people aſſiſting him to get out, and 
others holding the rope in order to prevent him from 
being dragged along by the ſtrength of. the Balloon, 
which was hovering above him. | 

It was about ſix minutes after two when I got up. 
More than forty people were before me. A vaſt mul- 
titude now aſſembled from every quarter. The ſhep- 
herd forſook his flock, the farmer left his plow, and 
the traveller his journey, fo that in leſs than a quarter 
of an hour there were many hundreds gazing with 
aſtoniſhment at the daring adventurer. Every body 
was pleaſed, and every body wiſhed to lend their aid. 
Mr, Lunardi hardly had occaſion to aſk for aſſiſtance, 
nor I to encourage them to give it, At halt an hour 


after two the Balloon was emptied, and the netting, 
N * | baſket, 
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baſket, and other apparatus, packed up, and all ready 
to march off the field. 

Perſons from different pariſhes now wiſhed each to 
have the honour of his going to their particular 
village; however, as I had aſked him to do me the 
favour of taking ſome refreſhment at the Manſe of 
Campſie, my pariſhioners were not then to be gain 


ſaid; and in a fort of triumph we began our journey, 


when Sir Alexander Stirling of Glorat, one of my 
principal heritors, came running up, welcoming Mr. 
Lunardi, and inſiſting on his going to Glorat; which 
invitation we accepted of, as being nearer than the 
Manſe, and we ſet out for that Gentleman's houſe in 
the following order, | 
A little pretty boy carying the banner; next came 
Mr. Lunardi dreſſed in his regimentals attended by 
the Baronet and myſelf. We were followed by a ſtout 
fellow carrying the anchor, then by four youths 
ſupporting the car; and then by ſix ſtout men bearing 
the Balloon; eſcorted by a vaſt number of people of 
all denominations. We had not indeed the ringing of 
bells, but we were cheared by the hearty acclamations, 
and repeated huzzas of many hundreds of the villagers 
expreſſing their joy at the unexpected viſit. | 
In going to the Baronet's we had to croſs over the 
bridge of Glaſſart, where about thirty young bloom- 
ing laſſes had ranged themſelves on each ſide to have 
a ſight of this comely Adventurer. All of them ap- 
peared well pleaſed : there was one, however, not 
the leaſt lovely of the number, whoſe ſenſibility led 
her to expreſs herſelf more ſtrongly than the reſt : 
* How pretty he is! I wiſh I had been with him,” 
| | Mr, 
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Mr. Lunardi was too attentive to let flip an opportu- 
nity to ſay a civil thing to our fair Countrywoman; 
he patted her cheek, whiſpering, * My Angel, and fo 
& do I,” Whatever things this young woman 
may be diſpoſed to forget, I will engage for it ſhe 
will never forget the looks ſhe received from her 
companions at that inſtant ; nor the ſenſations ſhe felt 
when her cheek was preſſed by the hand of this bold 
Italian. 

We had now arrived within a few hundred yards of 
the houſe of Glorat; we ſtopped at a little hamlet point- 
ing out ſome proſpects to our new viſitor ; when J 
perceived an old woman, whoſe frailties would nor 
permit her to run with the multitude, eagerly looking 
at him. She firſt examined his flag; then ſhe touched 
his clothes, and his body ; and having heard him ſpeak, 
rubing her eyes, ſhe ſaid, „ am ſure there is nae 
« Glammary here, but .oh, Sirs, its a ſair pity he 
cc ſhould be a papiſt.“ She was immediately checked 
by an old gray headed man; who in the pride of his 
heart exclaimed, * Be he Papiſt, or be he Pagan, fair 
« fa' him, tho' a' the kirk were here, and Lord George 
& at their head, I would drink his health, and here's 
cc to him.” Then addreſſing himſelf to me, < Oh, 
& Sir, Iam an auld man, I am aulder than the Union, I 
cc“ have ſeen mony things, but the like of this I never 
&« ſaw, I have ſeen Marr's year, and the Highland- 
« men's Raid; and about twelve years ſyne, I gaed 
o'er by. yonder (pointing "to the Canal) to ſee ſhips 
e failing thro' dry land; but the like of this I never 
* ſaw. Dinna ye think the world will ſoon be at an 
& end,” 
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« We arrived at Glorat at three o'clock, where we 
dined; and having drank a few glaſſes of wine and 
coffee, a poſt chaiſe was got; and as I was obliged to 
come to Glaſgow that night upon buſineſs, I begged 
to accompany him. We ſet out from Glorat at half an 


hour after fix, and arrived in Glaſgow a little before 
eight. Mr. Lunardi alighted at the Tontine amidſt the 


huzzas of a vaſt concourſe of people, who had aſ- 


ſembled anxious to expreſs their joy at his arrival. 


« Having promiſed his friends before he ſet out in 
his aerial excurſion that he would certainly if poſſible 
be at the play that night, he immediately therefore got 
dreſſed ; went to the houſe about nine; and was again 
received by the acclamations of the young, the gay, 


and the fair . 


« P. S. As I was obliged to leave the town without 
ſeeing you, I took the liberty of writing to you my 
obſervations on his deſcent, and the varied fentiments 


of cutiofity and ſurpriſe which the ſpectators expreſ- 
ſed: perhaps it may contribute to your amuſement in 


an idle hour.“ 


To- morrow morning, about four o'clock; I ſhall 
fet out for EDinBuRGH, where I know they are all in 
expectation of ſeeing a ſecond excurſion; and if poſ- 
ſible I mean to aſcend from HrxRior $ GARDEN, on 
Monday 195 inſtant. 

Adieu! 
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Adieu! my honoured friend; give my beſt love to 


my dear ſiſters, and believe me to be, with the moſt 
ſincere affection, | 


Truly your 
V. LUN AND 


. K TT = ow: 


| Edinburgh, December 11, 1785. 
Mx DearesT FRIEND, | 


7 T eleven o'clock this forenoon, I reached 
EDINBURGH, where, with other letters, I found 
two of yours, one dated the 2d, and the other the 7th 
November; I am truly ſenſible of the many obliga- 
tions you have heaped upon our family : we all look 
upon you as a ſecond father; and give me leave to 
pay my moſt grateful thanks for the kind part you 
have taken in my ſiſter MaxGARET's behalf! I know 
ſhe would look upon your advice as that of an indul- 
gent parent; but let me earneſtly entreat, that you 
will not in any degree biaſs her inclinations. In an 
affair of ſuch moment ſhe cannot be too cautious; and 
I fear her proſpects of happineſs would be ſadly cloud- 
ed, ſhould ſhe marry a Gentleman whoſe advanced 


years muſt render him an unfit companion for a girl 


of 


9 


5 . 


of three and twenty. Their tempers, their dif; poſi- 
tions, muſt be widely different! Ac x can ill accord 


with the lively ſallies of vouru; or vou rn accom- 
modate itſelf to the gravity of ACE. I am proud to 
acknowledge the honour this match might reflect on 
our family; but, as MAR OARET declares, ſhe will 
act according to my advice, I beg you will tell her 
that, as a BROTHER and a FRIEND, I think that 
WEALTH, TITLES, and GRANDEUR, would be py, 
very poor compenſations for the SACRIFICE of her 
AFFECTIONS, 

In your ſecond Letter I found encloſed one of intro- 


duction to your % reſpectable friend; but I am ex- 


tremely ſorry to acquaint you that his death was an- 


nounced in an Edinburgh paper of the 16th November. 


I propoſe to aſcend, on Monday the 19th inſtant 
with two Balloons, the common one and another of 


ten feet diameter, which is already made, under my 


direction, by the girls of the MERCHANT's Hospi. 
TAL; it is to be 550 feet higher than that by which 1 
am ſupported, in order to aſcertain the different cur- 


rents of air. 


The ſame girls are alſo conſtructing another Bal- 
loon which, though without any valve, is ſo contrived 


as not to burſt when the rarefaction of the air takes 
place, even though it ſhould aſcend with 100 pounds 


of riſing power; it is compoſed of 100 yards of fine 


Perſian filk, in ſtripes of pink, green, ſtraw- colour, 
and white, and is deſigned as a model of a large one 
which I mean to conſtruct for a long journey. 


Tilt 


ar 


* 


. | 
7 Till I return from my next flight, once more adieu, 


and believe me to be 


ſincerely yours, 


V. LUNARDI. 


LETTER XVII.. 


Edinburgh, December 24, 1785. 
My REVERED GUARDIAN, 


Y laſt Letter acquainted you that I propoſed 
aſcending with two Balloons ; an experiment 


which however intereſting, I had not the good fortune 


to try, 

The morning was tolerably favourable ; but, as the 
day advanced, it became thick and foggy attended 
with ſmall rain: Senſible that under theſe circum- 
ſtances, I could not be viſible for more than two or 
three minutes, and that it muſt be very inconvenient 
for the Lapits to remain in an unſheltered place like 
that from which I was to aſcend, after ſome delibera- 
tion, I reſolved to delay the experiment to ſome more 
favourable ' day: At this time I obtained a promiſe 
from his Excellency GENERAL Macay, that a gun 
ſhould be fired from the Caſtle at ten o'clock in the 
morning of that day, as a certain ſignal to the pub- 
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lie : On which I immediately ordered hand bills to be 


diſtributed ſignifying my intentions. 
In the afternoon J attempted to fill the ſmall Bal- 
loon with a new apparatus, of my own invention, 


which ſucceeded beyond expeCtation ! All this time, 


my large machine was kept inflated with atſmophe- 


' rical air at the REOISTER OFFIcE, where a vaſt 


concourſe of people aſſembled, and ſome gentlemen, 


friends to my undertaking, ſtaid to learn the opinions 


of the people in general reſpecting my condut: T 


am happy to inform you, that al! the Lavigs ap- 


proved it; and only a very few Gentlemen expreſſed 
their diſſatisfaction; yet even this mark of diſappro- 


| bation, trifling as it was, when reported to me, wrung 
my very heart, and I determined, if the weather pro- 


ved tolerable, nothing ſhould prevent my utmoſt ef- 
forts being exerted to aſcend the day following. 

On Tueſday, about ſeven o'clock, I aroſe, and per- 
ceiving it to be a fine morning, without noticing the 
direction of the wind, I ordered my ſervants to carry 
every thing neceſſary for my experiment to HER 
RIoT's GARDEN, and wrote a note to the GovER- 
Nor of the Caſtle, begging to be favoured with the 


attendance of the Military and the firing of a gun, as 


had been promiſed: Lord ELeminsToNE ſeemed 


greatly ſurprized at receiving ſuch a card, as the wind 


was too much from the weſt, and therefore very ob- 
ligingly ſent me word, that he was ready to do every 
thing in his power for my ſervice, but thought the 
undertaking too dangerous. My reſolution, however, 
Was unalterable; and his * at laſt did me che 

henour 


* 
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honour to acquieſce in my wiſhes : on which I went 
to the Garden and prepared for my aſcenſion. | 

A little after eleven o'clock I began to fill the Bal- 
loon, with half the apparatus, and in ten minutes it 
could ſupport itſelf; but at this time there was not. 
much company aſſembled. They ſaid the gun was 
ſcarcely heard, and as the wind ftill continued 
© weſterly, people of ſenſe could not imagine that I 
meant to venture, I now ſent to GzRERAL Mac- 
KAY, requeſting the favour that another gun might 
be fired: this his Excellency readily granted; after 
which, the flag being hoiſted on HERRIOT's Hospi- 
TAL, I ſet the remainder of the apparatus to work, 
and the number of ſpectators encreaſed very faſt, 

During the proceſs I ſecured ſeyeral bladders and 
pieces of cork round the car. The general queſtign 
being © Whether I really intended to go up?“ I made 
anſwer, that it was impoſſible to prevent my drop- 
ping into the ſea, but I was confident ſome boat 
would arrive in time to my aſſiſtance. 

Dreſſed in the uniform of the Scors Roy AL. AR- 
CHERs, five minutes before one o'clock, J roſe majeſti- 
cally, though not with ſo great a degree of velocity 
as the former time. The wind was ſouth-weſt. After 
ſaluting the ſpectators, 1 faſtened ſome of the ſtrings 
which had been left looſe, and began to untwiſt the 
rope of the little anchor. In three minutes from 
the time of leaving the ground, I perceived myſelf 
perpendicularly over the FoRTH. 

Exactly at one clock the Balloon turned thrice 
round upon its axis, and was completely full ; the 


barometer at 213 the thermoneter at 38; wind S. W. 
O 2 by 
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by W. and I was moving very ſlowly, with the moſt 
delightful Scenery beneath me! 

Half after one, the Balloon continued much in the 
ſame ſtate; and the barometer had only fallen : I was 
going horrizontally to the north-eaſt, and ſaw a Boat 
Towing towards MussELBOURGH ; I threw down a 
piece of cake, about half a pound weight; but do not 
know whether it fell into the boat, 


Fifty minutes after one, the wind was due weſt, and 


I therefore reſolved to attempt landing on the PoIxr 


of ARCHER FIELD : For this purpoſe J let go my 
ſmall anchor, about 600 feet below my car, and be- 


gan to deſcend; but finding that 1 came down with 


too much rapidity, and' had no ballaſt nor the large 
anchor, I ſhut the valve and threw down a bottle full 
of water, when about . 2000 feet from the ground ; by 
which means I paſt over the Point of Land, and came 
again upon the Water. At this elevation the ther- 
mometer fell to 31. I faſtened my Uniform Great 
Coat, my Hat, and ſome other things to the upper 
Hoop, that they might not be injured by my falling 
into the Sea. 

At five minutes after two I touched the Surface of 
the Water, not farther than a mile and a half from 
the rocks of FIDRA and LAB: but, as the wind 
was pretty ſtrong and the Balloon acted like a large 
fail upon my baſket, I made way very faſt ; the wa- 
ter daſhing againſt me and ſparkling like ſilver. I 
turned round and could ſee no boat whatever ; but 
when about two miles and a half from the ſouth ſhore, 


could diſtinguiſh three ſhips under ſail near AnsTRu- 


THER or KILRENNY, and therefore was under no ap- 
prehenſions, 


1 


prehenſions, as my courſe was towards them and the 
Is LAND of Marv. 


The Balloon was much agitated by the wind, and 


ſometimes turned round, fo that I was frequently 
toaſſed into the water as high as my breaſt. When 
about five miles from NoORTU BER WISE I perceived 
a black ſpot, appearing and diſappearing according to 
the riſing and falling of the waves, directing its courſe 
from the Bass: on paying more attention, I ſaw 
plainly that it was a Boat ; but, as I was going with 
great rapidity, I quickly paſſed their Parallel, and 
then, as they had gained the wind, and made uſe of 


their ſails as well as oars, I aſſured myſelf they would 


quickly reach me, and began to wave the flag as a 
ſignal that I had ſeen them. 


The nearer I approached the ocean the wind grew 


briſker, and I began to be in doubt whether to cut away 
the Balloon or not; but, after mature deliberation, I 
reſolved to keep it; for, as darkneſs now began to 
draw nigh, I ſhould have been too ſmall an object 
without it to be viewed. at any diſtance, being at this 
time Breaſt- high in the water. 

As ſoon as the gor came up I threw out a ſtrong 
rope, deſiring the FISHERMEN to make it faſt, but 
the moment 1 got on board they Jet it go and the 
Balloon was in/tantaneouly out of ſight! And now my 
ſituation was not the moſt comfortable ; heavy, with 
remaining ſo long in the water, my hands Jacerated 
with clinging to the hoop, and every limb weared, I 
ſate down, as well as I was able, in a Boar full of 
i; while the ſharpneſs of the air contributed not 2 
little to heighten my diſtreſs, 
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_ A Kixc's Boar ſoon came up, and the gentlemen 
very politely invited me on board; but I was obliged 
to decline this polite offer, that I might ſhew my gra- 
titude to the people who had taken me up. I landed, 
on ARCHER-ÞPIELD, about five o'clock, where I found 
Mr. NisBET's ſervant waiting to conduct me to his 


maſter's houſe: Iran thither as faſt as poſſible, in or- 


der to make my blood circulate more freely, for the 
cold had been ſo intenſe as to freeze my cloaths. 

Mr. Niſbet was gone to Nox Tan BErwicCK; and his 
charming LA had prepared for my arrivavl, as if ſhe 
had boen ſenſible that I ſhould land near their houſe. 

When Mr. Nis BET returned he could not refrain 
from perſonally aſſiſting me to change my dreſs; 
when, being quite refreſhed, I went down'to dinner, 
and paid my compliments to the elegant Mrs. NisBET. 
The BRITIsH WOMEN, who fill the higher ranks of 
life, may, I think, be pronounced the handſomeſt in 
EvuRoPE ! but the caſe is different with the /ower claſs : 
this contraſt is very ſtriking in Scol r Axp, where 
the country girls, and thoſe in ſervile ſtations, conti- 
nually go bare-footed, which practice is alſo common 
in our own country; yet the ITALIAN PEASANTRY, 
with equal ſtrength, enjoy a far ſuperior fre/bneſs of 


complexion : the reaſon of this I take to be that the 


ScoTcn WoMEN are often obliged to walk in the wet, 
their ſtreets and lanes being ſeldom free from that 
inconvenience, while ours tread a dryer earth, and 
for any occaſional damp, have wooden ſhoes. 

I converſed with my hoſpitable landlord moſt part 
of the evening: he is a moſt ingenious gentleman and 
has reſided ſeveral years in ITALY, Our acquaintance 


firſt 
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firſt commenced at KeLso; where, while others were 
dancing, we had a long converſation relative to ROME, 
NaPLEs, &c; though, at that time J entertained the 
higheſt opinion of his underſtanding, yet as I had not 
then the pleaſure of knowing his name, it was fome 
hours before I could recollect where, or when, I 
had enjoye'd his company; though both his PERSON 
and MANNER were ſo ſtrongly impreſſed on my memo- 
ry as to appear perfectly familiar, 

I aroſe at nine the next morning and went to break- 
faſt: after which Mr. NisBET obliged me with a 
ſight of his GARDEN, which may rival the mo/? elegant 
in ITALY: though now the depth of winter the well 
ſtored noT-HovsEs bloomed with all the beauties of 
contraſted SEASONS, and of various CLIMES: but in 
the ſummer, when ſpring has-poured out his vaſt pro- 
fuſion and the ſimple cHarMs of NATURE aid, and 
are aided by the ELEGANCIEsS of ART, what a TER= 
RESTRIAL PARADISE muſt this be! I ſhall beſtrong- 
ly tempted to pay it a viſit ; and, with the friendly hoſ- 
pitable owner, ſtroll through theſe regions of plea- 
ſure. 

Theſe haunts where the Mus xs delighted might rove, 

And NATuRR, all lovely, would teach us to love; 


Where blaſts from the North might forget to be rude ; 
And care on our joys ſhould not dare to intrude. 


At twelve o'clock Sir David KinLock, with his 


ſon and daughter, accompanied by Major MAck Ax, 


came and invited me to his houſe; where ſpent a ve- 
ry happy afternoon, and, in the morning, ſet off, 
with Major Mackay, for EpinBukGH, where I 
found the generous inhabitants had opened a ſubſeripti- 
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on to enable me to make another Balloon: but, as! 
am confident mine will be found, I propoſe, with the 
moſt grateful thanks, to decline this obligation; thole 
already conferred upon me are rb to lay a weight 
upon the feeling heart. 

Before my arrival in SCOTLAND ſeveral attempts had 
been made to launch a large FI XE BALLOON, but all 
without ſucceſs. The poor man who ſhould have 
gone up, how I commiſerate his ſituation! Judge of 
his ſenſibility and misfortunes by the encloſed papers. 
Do not wrong me ſo much as to ſuppoſe that I have 
been contented with fitting down idly to drop the un- 
availing tear over them. I have ſeen the man; I have 
offered the voice of conſolation to aleviate his diſtreſſes; 
and dictates of humanity have been obeyed as far as 
lay in my power: alas how circumſcribed that power! 
it is only upon occaſions like theſe that I lament its 
narrow bounds. Adieu! approve, and join, the pray- 
er, that the UNFORTUNATE may ever find a ſympa- 


thizing friend in 
Your cordially affectionate 


VINCENT LUNARDI. 
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To 


Ma. L U N ä 
ON HIS 


SUCCESSFUL AERIAL VOYAGES 


— 


FROM 


EDINBURGH, KELSO, anv GLASGOW, 
r JE Tk Ei 


Ein Tray'ller, welcome from the ſkies ! 

Welcome to earth, to feaſt our longing eyes ! 

Once more we, trembling, for thine abſence mourn'd ; 

Once more we bleſs thee from high Heav'n return'd. 

BoDoTRIA greets thee from his utmoſt bounds, 

From GLOTTA's banks inceſſant praiſe reſounds; 

The winding AvoNn'views thee in the ſky, 

T' enhance thy fame the tinkling murmurs fly. 

Applauſes loud the lofty foreſts fill ; 

Admiring echoes ring from hill to hill. 

With gen'rous warmth each honeſt boſom glows, 

Each honeſt heart, exulting, praiſe beſtows. 

Fair TWEED beholds thee gliding o'er his plains ; 

Thy name reſounds from all his tuneful ſwains 

Thy rifing honours Fame's loud trumpet ſpreads 

Where Grampian mountains rear their lofty heads; 
P Beyoud 
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Beyond the ſpace of old diſtain'd with gore, 

Where dreadful Ro uE her arms unconquer'd bore; 
Where, mourning, o'er th' enſanguin'd ſlippery field, 
Sad SCOTIA wept her braveſt heroes kill'd. 

Ev'n frozen THULE ſhall thy fame proclaim, 

From all her barren rocks reſound thy name! 


But ſay, what Pow'r, O fav'rite of the ſky, 

(Tho' on etherial pinions taught to fly), 

To thy bold breaſt ſuch dauntleſs courage gave, 
When far below appear'd the wat'ry grave; 

When tow'ring thro” vaſt heaven's tremendous height, 
The Sea's grim horrors firſt appall'd thy ſight ; 

When ſlow deſcending from the diſtant ſkies 

'The boundleſs Ocean claim'd thee for his prize ? 

Or who could guide thee o'er the vaſt profound, 
Where bluſt'ring winds from daſhing waves reſound, 
Untouch'd, unhurt, again to earth reſtore, 

And ſafely lead thee to glad Scovra's ſhore ? 
Twas He whoſe Pow'r the ſtormy clouds can bind, 
Who guides the tempeſt and directs the wind 
"Twas HE who led thee thro' the tractleſs air, 

And, though thou ſaw'ſt not, Hz was ſarely there, 
Th' aerial ſtream ſent by His high command 
Reſtor*d thee ſafely to the joyful land. 

Superior praiſe to thee His pow'r conſign'd, 
On thee beſtow'd thy matchleſs ſtrength of mind; 

To diſtant ages gave thy deathleſs fame; 

To future bards he gave LVNxARDT's name, 

But how ſhall I to ſing thy praiſe aſpire ? 

What Mule thall fill me with poetic fire? 

Shall I addreſs the fabled pow'rs above, 
And boaſt that Phoebus will my vows approve ? 
No, let me to ſome diſtant region fly, 
If ſuch there be, beneath another ſky z 
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Go, court the horrors of wild Zen A's coaſt, 
Or, in the dark Cimmerian Regions loſt, 

In abje& exile hide my wretched head, 

Or fly for refuge to the ſilent dead 

On me, alas! the adverſe heav'n's have lowr'd, 
Relentleſs fortune hath her vengeance pour'd; 
$carce rais'd from earth, and but to fink more low, 
And more ſevere to feel the fatal blow, 

The WRIRLWIND, or black EURVs ſtops my way, 
Or angry ZEPHYRUS commands my ſtay; 
ConFusI0N, DIsCORD, all my ways oppoſe, 
And friends miſguided prove my greateſt foes. 


Yet tho' I mourn my fay'rite wiſhes croſt, 
My hopes, by FoxTuNE or MisconpucT loſt, 
My conſtant mind o'er each miſchance prevails, 
My feeble pow'r yet adverſe fate aſſails; 
Once more I try on wings of wind to riſe, 
Like you to ride in triumph through the ſkies ; 
I try in vain z the bellowing thunder roars, 
The gath'ring tempeſt ſcowls along the ſhores 
Fierce Nor us urges on his furious courſe, 
And ſweeps along with unreſiſtleſs force, 
Loſt are my wiſhes, loſt is all my care, 
And all my projects flutter in the air . 

| Proſcrib'd, 


Fo underſtand theſe lines relating to my own misfortunes, it is ne- 
ceſſary to give a ſhort hiſtory of the Edinburgh Fire Balloon. The ma- 
chine, from its ſize, was certainly capable of performing every thing ex- 
pected from it, provided a ſheltered place for raifing it could have been 
obtained, and a proper degree of heat applied. The former, however, 


could not be had. The place, where it was firſt raiſed, was ex 
poſed to the weſt wind; which blew ſo ſtrongly during the firſt week 


of Auguſt, (the week of the Leith Races), that it could not be inflated 
until the Friday evening, when the Gallery took fire, and ſome of the 


Chains ſuſpending the Stove broke, which prevented any further attempt 


at that time. An interval of calm intervened on the Saturday evening. 
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Profcrib'd, diſpis'd, ah, whither ſhall I turn ? 
In filent ſolitude for ever mourn ? 

Or ſhall my hand, urg'd on by black deſpair, 
In monſt'rous guilt at once efface my care ? 


With 


which was made uſe of to inflate the Balloon. The Gallery was in 
little better condition than the preceding evening: nevertheleſs I was 
about to ſtep into it, when a ſudden guſt of whirlwind, common in this 
Country in unſettled ſhowery weather, expelled the rarefied air out of 
the Balloon, and otherwiſe ſo much damaged it, that no farther attempts 
could be made that night. By continual pulling and tearing about, at- 
tempting to inflate it when it was evidently impoſſible, and other injudi- 
cious proceedings, (for which I do not think myſelf accountable, becauſe 
I was not at liberty,) the paper with which the Balloon was lined had 
been ſo much damaged, that I now thought proper to take it out al- 
together, and cover the cloth with ſome kind of varniſh, which might be 
Jeſs apt to receive damage from rough uſage.» This was done, but as a 
proper compoſition could not be afforded, the Balloon, though capable 
of making one or two experiments, was yet far from being able to en- 
dure the fatigue it had to undergo. There was now no Gallery, and the 
Stove with which it was to be heated, being very little ſhort of 300 
pounds weight, was incapable of being taken up, or at any rate without 
a Gallery, no Stove could be. taken. I now came to the reſolution of 
ſuffering myſelf to be projected into the air by inflating the Balloon to the 
- utmoſt, and being appended to it without any furnace, like a log or 

piece of ballaſt, You will eafily ſee that this was the reſolution of a 

madman, and which nothing but my deſperate fituation could excuſe. A 
| fire halloon in this ſituation is a mere projectile, and muſt undoubtedly 
come to the ground with the ſame velocity that it aſcends from it, unleſs 
the perſon has a conſiderable quantity of ballaſt to break his fall as he de- 
ſcends, by throwing it out. Of this it were eaſy to give a demonſtration 
if neceſſary, but it is not worth while, as you, will at firſt perceive it to 
be true, Having therefore obtained one fine and favourable morning, the 
Balloon, "new varniſhed, and very tight, was expoſed to a very ſtrong 
heat for near an hour, It was inflated to ſuch a degree, that I am per- 
ſuaded its power of aſcenſion muſt have been upwards of half a tun, as 
a number of people could with great difficulty keep it at the ground. 


With | 
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With my own blood ſeal ruin and diſgrace, 

And brave the great CREATOR to his face ? 
——— Forbid it Heav'n ! let FORTUNE rather ſhed 
Her yet remaining vengeance on my head ; 


A wretched 
With this monſtrous power J ſuffered myſelf to be projected upwards, 
ſeated in one of the ſmall baſkets in which earthen ware is carried, with- 
out ballaſt, or indeed without thinking of any. The Balloon ſet off from 
the ground with the ſwiftneſs of an arrow, but could not aſcend more 
than a few feet, when it was ſtopped by a rope belonging to the maſt 
which held it up during the time of inflation, I his broke its force very 
conſiderably, and even when freed from this, it flew with ſuch rapidity 
that ſeveral of the ſpectators, terrified at the unuſual ſight, endeavoured 
to drag it downwards till the rope was forced from their hands. Thus 
my carreer was ſtopped, and I aroſe only a very ſmall way, ſome ſay 
350 feet, others coo, For my own part, I had ſcarce time to taſte the 
pleaſures of an aerial journey, and during the little time I was in the 
air, I amuſed myſelf with looking at the ſpectators running about in con- 
fuſion below. My reception from the ground was much more rude 
than I expected, and though inſufficient to burt, was enough to <vars 
me to proceed no more in this way. However, by particular deſire, 1 
did take another /cap of the ſame kind a few days aſter, but with much 
more caution ; for I would not now ſuffer the Ealloon to be ſo much 
inflated, and defired my affiſtants to break its power as I aſcended, that 
I might only paſs over the adjacent trees and houſes, Even then the 
power of the Balloon was very great, ſo that it overturned five or fix 
people who attemped to ſtop it; and indeed, f:om theſe two experiments, 
1 am induced to believe, that the power of large fire balloons is much 
greater than is commonly ſuppoſed, and that the received n con- 
cerning them are erroneous. 

Be this as it will, my character was now ſomewhat reſtored, and a new 
Stove and Gallery conſtructed, and indeed my future ſucceſs ſeemed un- 
doubted to myſelf, I therefore announced my journey with great con- 
fidence on the 29th of September. A continued tract of rainy weather 
had prevented any experiment till the very day; the Balloon had been 
removed into a place ſheltered from the weſt wind, which had hitherto been 
ſo much my enemy; but now it was attacked fiom the eaſt with ſuch vi 
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A wretched object let me rather ly 
To ev'ry miſcreant as he paſſes by; 
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tence, that it could not be inflated, even though it was attempted til * 
maſt broke, and no farther poſſibility of attempt remained. 

By this diſaſter all further experiments were prevented till Ottober 
Arth. I was exoceding anxious to have had one private trial made be- 
fore 1 expoſed myſelf to public view ; but being over- ruled in this, I re- 
tired from the Garden with a reſolution to do nothing more that day, 


and indeed I looked upon a private trial to be eſſentially neceſſary. 


About mid-day I received a meſſage to come down to Comely Garden, 
where, to my ſurpriſe, I found more than 1000 people aſſembled, who 
anxiouſly wiſhed me to aſcend. It was now no time to remonſtrate. A 
general opinion of my cowardice prevailed; I was forced to give my con- 
fent to the making of ſignals; indeed it was done almoſt without my 
knowledge. The event, however, ſhewed that the greateſt hero on earth 
could not afcend at that time, The Balloon, after being kept in a ſtate 
of inflation for near two hours, could ſcarce bear its own weight, Had I 
been indulged with a private experiment, I would then have ſeen what was 
the matter. The ſtove in ſhort was too ſmall. It had formerly been made 
by my directions three feet in diameter; and with a ſtove of this di- 
mention, 1 had been raiſed the two times already mentioned, but as that 
ove was originally far too clumſy, and battered till quite uſeleſs, a 
new one was neceſſary. My friends, terrified at the idea of my carrying 
up ſuch a huge furnace along with me, inſiſted that the ne one ſhould 
be ſmaller, I could not indeed with abſolute certainty ſay that this wag 
the leaſt which would anſwer, but from the moſt accurate experiments 
and obſervations I could make à priori, I much ſuſpected the conſequence 
of leſſening it. With very great perſuaſion I ſuffered myſelf to be over. 
come, and conſented to its being reduced to 2 4 feet diameter, and when 
this was done, it was reduced, without my knowledge to 27 inches; for 

| my eye did not eaſily gueſs the difference, and I never ſuſpected that any 
deceit would be practiſed upon me. Thus the power of the fire was 


reduced in the proportion of 573 to 917, ſo that as the Balloon, of itſelf 
weighing 721 1b. aroſe with a ſtove of 27 inches diameter, it would, with _ 


one of three feet, have carried 433 pounds more, even ſuppoſing the 
power of fire to be only in proportion to the mere 9 meaſure of its 
* ſurface 


fit 
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Tn dull Os Livio let me rather ſleep, 
As vile, unnotic'd, uſeleſs inſects creep; 


Let 


ſurface, and I have every reaſon to believe, that it encreqſes in a much 
greater proportion; and if we add to all this the bad ſtate in which the 
Balloon now was, owing to its treatment on September 29, the ſmoke 
pervading it at every pore, I have not the leaſt doubt that it would have 
ariſen with all the weight appended to it, which indeed was very con- 
fiderable, and was within one pound of the above calculation, myſelf 
being 140, the ſtove 170, and gallery 122. 
I had now the miſerable conſolation to perceive, that 7 had been right, 
and my adviſers had been wrong in their calculations. Otherwiſe my 
ſituation was miſerable beyond deſcription. I was obliged to hear my 
name called out wherever I went, to bear the inſults of every black-guard 
boy, to hear myſelf called Cheat, Raſcal, Coward and Scoundrel by thoſe 


who had neither courage, honeſty, nor honour, I was proſcribed in tho 


newſpapers, and pointed out by two of the Edinburgh News-mongers as 
a2 public enemy, and the Magiſtrate called upon to take notice of me, as 
if he himſelf had not known his duty ſufficiently without their informa- 


tion, All this I bore with patience; I knew that Popular Opinion, 
founded on ignorance, varied as the wind, and that a ſingle inſtance of 


ſucceſs would be ſufficient to turn the tide in my favour, It was fill 
in my power to get a new ſtove conſtructed, and as I might now make 
it of any form 1 pleaſed, without interruption from adviſers, I reſolved 
to err on the ſafe ſide, and made it three feet and a half in diameter, 
There was now no difficulty but from the bad Rate of the Balloon, 
which was become like a ſieve, and no public experiment could be at- 
temped, A day was ſet for a private one, but it proved ſo tempeſtuous 
that nothing could be done, and ſoon after the whole was arreſted for 
damages; the greateſt part of which had never been done by the Bal. 
loon, or any one belonging to it. A law proceſs enſued, which laſted 
fix months; at the end of which I was caſt. However, matters were 
compromiſed, and by means of a friend the Balloon was once more ſet 
at liberty. I could not immediately make any attempt, by reaſon of a 
fever which confined me fix weeks. No trial could be made in the for- 
mer place, and it was difficult to procure another. The ſummer was 
ſpent in languid attempts to repair the Balloon; and at laſt on the 26th 
of July an experiment was made, The place where it now was, had a 
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Let fierce REPROACH inſulting ever wound, 
Envenom'd ſhafts of malice fly around, 

In wretched darkneſs be my poor abode, 

By men abandon'd, and oppos'd by Gop! 

, | 
But while in hopleſs exile thus I mourn, 

My mind with deſp'rate gloomy paſſions torn, 

I fee thee graceful and majeſtic rife, 

Mount on the winds, and triumph in the ſkies ; 
Till envious clouds conceal thee from our view, 
And eager VIs rox can no more purſue, . 
At once AMBITION points to Fame the way, 
Diſſolving clouds of cold vESPAIR decay; 
Celeſtial HoPE again her influence ſhow'rs, 
Again my ſoul calls forth her latent pow'rs. 
To follow thee my inmoſt boſom burns, 
Tumultuous thoughts poſſeſs the mind by turns; 
Unconquer'd yet, with thee my fancy flies, 

My ſoul aſpiring yet explores the ſkies. 
* Impatient now I long the ground to ſpurn, 
Like THEE to riſe, in fiery chariot born; 

To leave the earth, to leave the clouds behind, 
To mount on pinions of the rapid wind; 


ſhelter only from the ſouth and ſouth-eaſt winds. A fire was applied 
for four minutes, the wind blowing gently from the eaſt. Some thunder 
was heard at a diſtance, and a vehement blaſt inſtantly followed from the 
ſouth-weſt, The Balloon was torn from the hands of thoſe who held it, 
ſeveral of them overturned, and their lives endangered; the ſtove was 
daſhed in pieces, and the Balloon itſelf very much damaged. Soon after 
this, I abanoned the ſcheme and Edinburgh itſelf in defpair. Such a 
ſeries of diſaſters is almoſt unparalleled ; but I pay myſelf too high a com- 
pliment in ſuppoſing that Heaven has declared war againſt me: the 
whole are eafily deducible from want of power in myſelf, want of knows 
Hedge in my friends, and the impatience of the public in general. 


Beyond | 
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Beyond the reach of vulgar ken to ſoar, 

Beyond the ſpace where bluſt'ring tempeſts roar, 
To ſee bright Phoebus pour unſullied day, 
While thro? wide heav'n he darts his cloudleſs ray 
To ſee the ſplendors of the Moon ariſe, 

And all the glories of the ſpangled ſkies. 

Not as thro' VayouR's medium dull we view, 
The clouded concave of Etherial blue; 

But as from Er NA, or the Alpine Hills, 

Th" exalted mind the glorious proſpect fills 
Where GALAXY in pureſt flame appears, 
And wond'rous glories clothe the ſhining ſtars ; 
The moons of Jo vk, without a tube to view, 
And endleſs beauties of the heav'ns purſue ; 
See NORTHERN L1GHTS in flaſhing glory riſe, 
And paint their colours of a thouſand dyes ; 
To view bright METEORs like the Sun appear, 
And ſtream their glories thro* the empyreal air 
To try the ſtrong Electric ETHER's pow'r, 

T explore the ſources of the glad'ning ſhow'r ; 
'Thyo? treaſures of the direful hail to fly, 

And view the dread artillery of the ſky; 
Laugh at the labours of the ſons of care, 

And ſee them move like atoms as they are, 


Tranſporting thought! I'll yet with Fate contend, 

Nor ſhall my hope to dire misfortune bend ; 
Let lying SLANDER trumpet through the crowd, 
Accurſed HaTz proclaim each fault aloud, 
DETRACTION, MALICE, and blue Envy burn, 
And each misfortune to miscondudt turn; 

My mind unmov'd fair SCIENCE ſhall purſue ; 

My hopes, my wiſhes, ever follow you; 

Each error paſt, EXPERIENCE ſhall correct, 

Aud careful PRUDENCE every ſtep dire&S; 
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Til! rais'd from earth, I to the ſkies aſpire, 
Conducted ſafely by devouring fire; 

To future ages then conſign my name, 

And ſtand thy BROTHER in Records of Fame. 
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EXPLANATION of the PLATE, Repre- 
ſenting the Apparatus to fill the BALLOON. 
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t. Large Caſks, containing the Materials from which the In- 
flammable Air is generated: i. e. Water, Iron, and Acid 
of Vitriol concentrated. 

2. Leaden Pipes, through which the u. Air paſſes into 
tlie Refrigerator. 

3. The Refrigerator, a Veſſel full of Cold Water. 

4. A Wooden Funnel, inverted over the Water to receive the 
Inflammable Air, after being cooled by paſſing through the 
Water. 

5. A large Tin Tube, which turns the Inflammable Air into the 
Silken Pipe. 

6. A Stop Cork. to give a free exit to the Inflammable Air, if 
occaſion required it. 

7. Silk Pipe, which conveys the Inflammable Air into the Balloon. 

8. Tin Pipe. 

9. A Stop Cock, to let out the Water, which on a violent Effer- 
veſcence, ſometimes paſſes over with Inflammable Air in the 
form of Steam, which, on condenſation, drops down to the 
Bottom. ; A | 

10. Balloon. | 
11. Hoop, which connects the Ropes of the Net and Gallery. 
12. Gallery for Aſcenſion. | 
13. Wooden Funnel, for the Acid and Water, 

14. Bottles of Concentrated Oil of Vitriols 


